1 Corinthians 2 Commentary

PREVIOUS NEXT
CLICK VERSE
To go directly to that verse

= 1 Corinthians 2:1
= 1 Corinthians 2:2
= 1 Corinthians 2:3
= 1 Corinthians 2:4
= 1 Corinthians 2:5
= 1 Corinthians 2:6
= 1 Corinthians 2:7
= 1 Corinthians 2:8
= 1 Corinthians 2:9
= 1 Corinthians 2:10
= 1 Corinthians 2:11
= 1 Corinthians 2:12
= 1 Corinthians 2:13
= 1 Corinthians 2:14
= 1 Corinthians 2:15
= 1 Corinthians 2:16

1 CORINTHIANS - PROBLEMS OF A LOCAL CHURCH
Click chart to enlarge
Charts from Jensen's Survey of the NT - used by permission

FROM CHART: Note 2 major divisions:

« FIRST DIVISION - Chapters 1-6 = Problems of Congregation - Divisions & Depravities,
=« SECOND DIVISION - Chapters 7-16 = Personal Problems, Worship Problems

Paul Apple's Summary DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH -- EXALT GOD RATHER THAN MAN

(1 Cor 1:18 - 2:16) The effective communication of the wisdom of God by powerfully preaching the crucified Christ = Exalting God
rather than Man

(1 Cor 1:18-25) Wisdom of God: The word of the cross is true power and wisdom --
Only the message of Christ crucified impacts man with the power and wisdom of God
(1 Cor 1:26-31) Nullifying man’s pride: Divine election leaves no room for man’s pride --
The divine initiative in election nullifies man’s pride so that God gets all the credit
(1 Cor 2:1-5) Powerfully preaching Christ --

tThe effectiveness of preaching derives from its focus on the crucified Christ and its dynamic of the power
of God rather than from the eloquence or personality or popularity of the particular preacher

(1 Cor 2:6-8) The mystery aspect of the wisdom of God --
The message of the cross is only foolishness to those who don’t understand the coming glory
(1 Cor 2:9-16) Spirit taught truth -- Spirit reveals . . . Spirit inspires . . . Spirit ilumines --

The Holy Spirit directs the communication and understanding of divine wisdom through three fundamental
processes
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1 Corinthians 2:1 And when | came to you, brethren, | did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to
you the testimony of God.

Wouest - And as for myself, having come to you, brethren, | came, not having my message dominated by a
transcendent rhetorical display or by philosophical subtlety when | was announcing to you the testimony of
God, (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

Amplified - AS FOR myself, brethren, when | came to you, | did not come proclaiming to you the testimony and
evidence or mystery and secret of God [concerning what He has done through Christ for the salvation of men]
in lofty words of eloquence or human philosophy and wisdom;

Phillips - In the same way, my brothers, when | came to proclaim to you God's secret purpose, | did not come
equipped with any brilliance of speech or intellect.

NET 1 Corinthians 2:1 When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come with superior eloquence or
wisdom as | proclaimed the testimony of God.

NLT 1 Corinthians 2:1 When | first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, | didn't use lofty words and
impressive wisdom to tell you God's secret plan.

ESV 1 Corinthians 2:1 And I, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of
God with lofty speech or wisdom.

NIV 1 Corinthians 2:1 When | came to you, brothers, | did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as |
proclaimed to you the testimony about God.

GNT 1 Corinthians 2:1 Ky AOvmipg pg, dedpo, ABov o koB® Tmepox v A you 00Q oG KOXTOyy AAwv pv T
puaT plov To Beo .

KJV 1 Corinthians 2:1 And |, brethren, when | came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of God.

YLT 1 Corinthians 2:1 And |, having come unto you, brethren, came -- not in superiority of discourse or
wisdom -- declaring to you the testimony of God,

ASV 1 Corinthians 2:1 And |, brethren, when | came unto you, came not with excellency of speech or of
wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.

CSB 1 Corinthians 2:1 When | came to you, brothers, announcing the testimony of God to you, | did not come
with brilliance of speech or wisdom.

NKJ 1 Corinthians 2:1 And |, brethren, when | came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of
wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.

NRS 1 Corinthians 2:1 When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the mystery of
God to you in lofty words or wisdom.

NAB 1 Corinthians 2:1 When | came to you, brothers, proclaiming the mystery of God, | did not come with
sublimity of words or of wisdom.

NJB 1 Corinthians 2:1 Now when | came to you, brothers, | did not come with any brilliance of oratory or wise
argument to announce to you the mystery of God.

=« when: Ac 18:1-4

» with: 1Co 2:4,13 1 Cor 1:17 Ex 4:10 Jer 1:6,7 Ro 16:18 2Co 10:10 11:6

= the testimony: 1Co 1:6 Isa 8:20 Ac 20:21 Acts 22:18 2Th 1:10 1Ti 1:11 2Ti 1:8 1Jn 4:14 5:11-13 Rev 1:2,9 19:10

= Highly recommended sermon by Ray Pritchard - Jesus Christ and Him Crucified

= Also highly recommended if you are a preacher sermon by Alan Carr -1 Corinthians 2:1-5 The Biblical Pattern For Preaching
= 1 Corinthians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passage:
1 Corinthians 1:6+ even as the testimony (marturion) concerning Christ was confirmed in you,

Acts 20:21+ solemnly testifying (diamarturomai) to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith


https://www.eerdmans.com/Products/0882/the-new-testament.aspx
https://www.preceptaustin.org/bibliography#wuestper
https://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/jesus-christ-and-him-crucified/
http://www.sermonnotebook.org/new%20testament/I%20Corinthians%202%201-5.pdf
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1-corinthians-2-resources
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_18-14#testimony
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_41-4#solemnly%20charge%201263%20diamarturomai

in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 22:18+ ( and | saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will
not accept your testimony about Me.’

2 Thessalonians 1:10+ when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among
all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.

SOPHIA - Personification of Wisdom
at Library of Celsus in Ephesus

PAUL'S APPROACH NOT
WITH ELOQUENCE OR PHILOSOPHY

Ray Pritchard summarizes this first section of chapter 2 - It's the answer to the question, “Paul, why do you what you do?” If we
want a ministry with a world-changing impact, then we need to heed his answer.

= Paul's message (vv. 1-2),
=« Paul's method (vv. 3-4),
= Paul's motive (v. 5).

God's wisdom is shown by an empty Cross and living Savior, while man's wisdom is exemplified above by a dead statute of
stone (SOPHIA - Personification of Wisdom ). The foolishness of a wise statute of stone! (cf Ro 1:21-22, 25) The wisdom of God
will take you to Heaven for eternity, but the wisdom of man will take you to Hell forever and ever. Amen or Oh My!

Paul will now explain clearly that superior speech is not the key to effective ministry, but only a sacrificed Savior.

The Preacher's Outline & Sermon Bible has an interesting comment - The Corinthian church was deeply divided. Two of the
issues dividing it were a dispute over what kind of preacher should fill their pulpit, and which former minister had contributed the
most to their church (cp. 1 Cor. 1:11-16). The church desperately needed to understand what preaching really was. Only if they
understood what God intended preaching to be could they hope to solve their differences. One of the strong solutions to division is
sound preaching (ED: A SPECIFICALLY PREACHING OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED).(1 & 2 Corinthians)

Matthew Henry summarizes 1 Cor 2:1-5 - The apostle proceeds with his argument in this chapter, and, I. Reminds the Corinthians
of the plain manner wherein he delivered the gospel to them (v. 1-5). But yet, Il. Shows them that he had communicated to them a
treasure of the truest and highest wisdom, such as exceeded all the attainments of learned men, such as could never have entered
into the heart of man if it had not been revealed, nor can be received and improved to salvation but by the light and influence of that
Spirit who revealed it (v. 6 to the end).

Hodge summarizes this chapter - Paul continues his defence of his way of preaching. He shows (in verses 1-5) that he acted on the
principles set out in the preceding paragraph (1 Cor 1:18-25, 31). He shows that the Gospel is the true wisdom (1 Cor 2:6-9). The
source of this knowledge, as externally revealed and as spiritually understood, is the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:10-16). the effectiveness of
the preacher and the preaching lies in one’s dependence on God’s power. However, if this is to be realized we must fulfill two
objectives: (1) The content of our message must be Christ, and (2) the delivery of our message must be God’s power. In other
words, God is looking for “cross-eyed” preachers !

In 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, 1:26-31, Paul has demonstrated that God deliberately chooses foolish and weak methods and messengers
to shame those who are wise and strong and in 1 Cor 2:1-5, Paul uses himself as a prime example of foolishness and weakness.

And when | came to you, brethren - "Literally and I" which links this chapter with chapter 1, so that in essence chapter 2 becomes
Paul's "illustration" of proper boasting and right wisdom, God's superior "philosophy" not man's inferior philosophy. Three times in the
previous chapter Paul described preaching, and now he presents himself as a prime illustration of a preaching without cleverness,
the foolishness of Christ crucified.

1. 1 Cor 1:17 = "preach the Gospel not in cleverness of speech.”
2. 1 Cor 1:21 = "foolishness of the message preached."
3. 1 Cor 1:23 = "We preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness,

One might ask to which comingto them does Paul refer? If you look at theTable Summarizing Paul's Ongoing Relationship with the
Corinthians, you note Paul wrote 4 letters and made 3 visits. In context this coming clearly refers to Paul's initial visit described in
detail in Acts 18:1-17+ (v1 = "After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth." circa 51 AD), during which God used him to
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establish the local assembly in Corinth. As in chapter 1 Paul again refers to the Corinthians as his brethren, emphasizing that in
spite of their divisions, they belonged to the same spiritual family, the family of God.

Glenn Spencer on when | came - This is the purpose of the ministry. To go to people with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul had
gone to Corinth while he was on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1). He didn’t go to make a name for himself. He didn’t go to
build an empire. He didn’t go to match wits with the intellectual elite. Instead he went there broke, working on the side as a
tentmaker while investing himself in the ministry of reaching people for Christ. His efforts were blessed by the Almighty and a local
Church began in Corinth. Paul’s primary purpose was the gospel.

Brethren (80) adelphos from a = denotes unity + delphus = a womb) literally means brother referring to a
physical brother or figuratively can refer to a brother in the spiritual sense. Adelphos (translated brother or
brethren) is used frequently in the Corinthian letters - 52x in 48 verses - 1 Co. 1:1; 1 Co. 1:10; 1 Co. 1:11; 1
Co. 1:26; 1 Co. 2:1; 1 Co. 3:1; 1 Co. 4:6; 1 Co. 5:11; 1 Co. 6:5; 1 Co. 6:6; 1 Co. 6:8; 1 Co. 7:12; 1 Co. 7:14; 1
Co. 7:15; 1 Co. 7:24; 1 Co. 7:29; 1 Co. 8:11; 1 Co. 8:12; 1 Co. 8:13; 1 Co. 9:5; 1 Co. 10:1; 1 Co. 11:33; 1 Co.
12:1; 1 Co. 14:6; 1 Co. 14:20; 1 Co. 14:26; 1 Co. 14:39; 1 Co. 15:1; 1 Co. 15:6; 1 Co. 15:31; 1 Co. 15:50; 1
Co. 15:58; 1 Co. 16:11; 1 Co. 16:12; 1 Co. 16:15; 1 Co. 16:20; 2 Co. 1:1; 2 Co. 1:8; 2 Co. 2:13; 2 Co. 8:1; 2
Co. 8:18; 2 Co. 8:22; 2 Co. 8:23; 2 Co. 9:3; 2 Co. 9:5; 2 Co. 11:9; 2 Co. 12:18; 2 Co. 13:11;

Related Resource:
= See Table Summarizing Paul's Ongoing Relationship with the Corinthians - 4 letters, 3 visits

| did not come with superiority (huperoche) of speech (logos) (lofty words of eloquence, brilliance of speech, excellence of
rhetorical display) - (Wuest) - "not having my message dominated by a transcendent rhetorical display." Paul begins by reminding
his readers of how he did not preach. Paul was undoubtedly brilliant and could have easily come to Corinth and impress the people
with his superiority of speech, Instead he came as a humble "tent maker" (Acts 18:3)! Paul did not present the Gospel as a
pedantic philosopher or a slick salesman, but as a witness to simple Truth of the Gospel. As testimony to this truth, Paul's enemies
used his "non-superior" speech against him declaring “his personal presence is unimpressive and his speech
contemptible (exoutheneo - despised, to be scorned).” (2 Cor 10:10)! The ancient word emphasized oratory in education and the
importance of a skilled speaker.

Hodge - As speech and wisdom are distinguished here, the former probably refers to the manner or form, and the latter to the
matter of his preaching. It was neither as a rhetorician nor as a philosopher that Paul appeared among them.

Superiority (5247) is huperoche (used only here and 1 Ti 2:2 = "all who are inauthority") and is derived from huper (over) and
echo (hold) which literally denotes that which overhangs (a projection) and thus it was a word used to describe the peak of a
mountain, the top of a beam, an excess of money, a rank that exceeds another, and in Scripture figuratively to mean superiority or
authority. Superiority thus refers to flowery speech that is designed to catch the ear. (Compare the other preaching approach to be
avoided - "persuasive" in 1 Cor 2:4)

No man can give at once the impression that he himself is clever and that Jesus Christ is mighty to save.
-- James Denney

THOUGHT - A preacher can opt to impress people with his cleverness or he can impress them with Jesus, but
one cannot do both! This same principle would apply to teaching the Word of Christ. And lest you think "I'm not
a preacher" read Paul's words in Ro 10:14+ "How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed?
How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?" Our
pulpit may be the backyard fence or the local diner, but we are all called to preach Jesus to a dying world, for
He is the ONLY ANSWER to their GREATEST NEED! Many of the "pulpits" that "lay" folks have access to will
allow them to encounter lost souls who would never cross the threshold of a church. So let me repeat Paul's
question "how will they hear without a preacher?" Have you preached Christ and Him crucified to anyone
recently?

Preaching is not just for pastors!

Alan Redpath - The moment we accept forgiveness through the blood of the Lord Jesus we are obligated by
bearing His name to stand for righteousness, purity, and holiness. Our business in life is to seek to win
somebody else for Jesus; the redemptive ministry of the love of God should be expressed through our lives in
service to others. That is the mark of the real thing. How desperately we all need powerto stand for
righteousness, power to speak for the Lord Jesus, power to live for Him day by day. (The Road to Heaven)


http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=80
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1_john_315_commentary#brother
https://www.eerdmans.com/Products/0882/the-new-testament.aspx
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1thessalonians_518-20#despise
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=5247

Krell - Preaching doesn’t require a large crowd and auditorium. You can preach wherever God has placed you to serve Him. The
only question is, “Will you answer His call and proclaim His testimony?” God is looking for “cross-eyed” preachers.

Carson on superiority of speech - “What Paul avoided was artificial communication that won plaudits for the speaker but distracted
from the message. Lazy preachers have no right to appeal to 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 to justify indolence in the study and
careless delivery in the pulpit. These verses do not prohibit diligent preparation, passion, clear articulation, and persuasive
presentation. Rather, they warn against any method that leads people to say, ‘What a marvelous preacher’ rather than, ‘What a
marvelous Savior!” (The Cross & Christian Ministry: Leadership Lessons from 1 Corinthians Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004), 35.)

J. H. Jowett said of D. L. Moody: "Moody’s excellency was in an earthen vessel, and many doctors of divinity have wondered at the
strange association. There were thousands of speakers more eloquent than Moody, but the treasure was not there in overwhelming
glory."

Speech (3056)(logos fromlégo = to speak with words) means something said and describes a
communication whereby the mind (the thought in one's mind) finds expression in one's words. This is the
meaning in classic Greek = “the word or outward form by which the inward thought is expressed and made
known.” Logos was not used in classical Greek to describe a word in the grammatical sense as the mere
name of a thing, but rather the thing referred to, the material, not the formal part. In other words logos had the
double meaning of thought (thus it gives us our English logic and logical) and speech.

Logos in letters to Corinth - 1 Co. 1:5; 1 Co. 1:17; 1 Co. 1:18; 1 Co. 2:1; 1 Co. 2:4; 1 Co. 2:13; 1 Co.
4:19; 1 Co. 4:20; 1 Co. 12:8; 1 Co. 14:9; 1 Co. 14:19; 1 Co. 14:36; 1 Co. 15:2; 1 Co. 15:54; 2 Co. 1:18; 2
Co. 2:17; 2 Co. 4:2; 2 Co. 5:19; 2 Co. 6:7; 2 Co. 8:7; 2 Co. 10:10; 2 Co. 10:11; 2 Co. 11:6

Or of wisdom (or by philosophical subtlety, impressive wisdom) - Wisdom is a key word in Chapter 2 (1 Cor 2:1,4, 5,6, 7, 13) In 1
Cor 1:17 Paul warned against making the Cross of Christ void by using cleverness (literally wisdom - sophia) of speech. In this
verse Paul is referring to human wisdom, not divine wisdom which he does speak (1 Cor 2:6), God's wisdom in a mystery, the
hidden wisdom (1 Cor 2:7). One writer says speech and wisdom in this context "are close together in meaning; eloquence is
rational talk and wisdom is wordy cleverness." (Barrett)

Wisdom (4678)(sophia compare saphes = clear) is the ability to judge correctly and to follow the best course
of action, based on knowledge and understanding. In Corinthians Paul contrasts God's wisdom with man's
wisdom. Godly wisdom refers to being able to take what God has revealed to your heart through His Word and
applying it in given situations in a practical way. In contrast the learning and philosophy ("love of wisdom")
current among Greeks and Romans in the apostolic age (and in our modern age) tended to draw men's minds
(and hearts) away from divine wisdom and thus is often viewed negatively by Paul (cf (1 Cor 2:1, 4, 5, 13).

Note that SOPHIA is aKEY WORD in 1 Corinthians 1 (8 times) and in 1 Corinthians 2 (7 times)!

Sophia in Corinthians - 1 Co. 1:17; 1 Co. 1:19; 1 Co. 1:20; 1 Co. 1:21; 1 Co. 1:22; 1 Co. 1:24; 1 Co.
1:30; 1 Co. 2:1; 1 Co. 2:4; 1 Co. 2:5; 1 Co. 2:6; 1 Co. 2:7; 1 Co. 2:13; 1 Co. 3:19; 1 Co. 12:8; 2 Co. 1:12

Philosophy is a blind man in a pitch black room trying to find a black cat.

Related Resources:

= How has Greek philosophy influenced Christianity? | GotQuestions.org

= Should a Christian study philosophy? | GotQuestions.org

= What is godly wisdom? | GotQuestions.org

= What is wisdom? What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge? | GotQuestions.org
= Why is wisdom referred to as a she in Proverbs? | GotQuestions.org

= How can | tap into the wisdom of God? | GotQuestions.org

= How can | get wisdom from God? | GotQuestions.org

= How is the fear of the Lord the beginning of wisdom? | GotQuestions.org

Proclaiming to you the testimony of God - Paul came to Corinth proclaiming (kataggello) openly and with wide distribution (cf
kattaggello in Ro 1:8), doing so as his habitual practice (present tense) and with a sense of solemnity. While proclaiming Christ
crucified, without reliance upon human eloguence or wisdom, this does not mean he did not employ any kind of speech or wisdom.
It is just that these human elements were not prominent in his evangelism. This was Paul's practice from the very beginning of his
ministry (following use kataggello describing Paul - Acts 13:5, 38+. Acts 15:36+, Acts 16:17+, Acts 17:13, 23+, Col 1:28+). In context
the testimony of God refers to the Gospel.
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Krell - In Paul's day, Greek orators followed certain well-established conventions when they entered a city. Great crowds flocked to
hear them because they spoke in the style of traditional Greek rhetoric—with extensive quotations, with literary allusions, and with a
refined style that made them seem brilliant, witty, charming, and entertaining. They combined the suave demeanor of Stone Phillips
with the clever wit of David Letterman. Yet Paul utterly rejected this approach to preaching, although he could have done it himself.
As a well-educated rabbi, he knew Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic, and Latin. Trained at the feet of Gamaliel, he could hold his own in any
argument. If Paul wanted to show off his intellect, he certainly knew how to do it. But he rejected that approach. Instead, he
proclaimed “the testimony of God.” The word “testimony” is a legal word that refers to something one presents in a court of law.
Paul was conscious that God is a Judge. He was speaking in the presence of a Judge and he was presenting His witness (2
Ti 4:1+). He knew what the truth was and was announcing it boldly. Paul was not preaching his testimony about God; he was
preaching God’s testimony about God (“the testimony”). His message came from God, not himself. For many today “proclaiming” is
a bad word. They say, “Don’t preach to me!” Many preachers, afraid of being thought arrogant, avoid talking about preaching. They
prefer to think of what they do as “sharing.” However, if | only make suggestions or throw out a few ideas and opinions, | would be
guilty of arrogance. My opinions are no better than yours. But | am not declaring to you my words; | am declaring to you God’s very
words (see 1 Pet 4:11a). Therefore, | can preach to you with authority.

Hodge - As God had determined to save people not by human wisdom but by the Gospel, Paul, when he appeared in Corinth, came
neither as an orator nor as a philosopher, but simply as a witness (of the testimony of God).

Testimony synonymous with the Gospel in several other Scriptures - 2 Cor 2:1 = 'testimony of God", 1 Cor
1:6 = " testimony concerning Christ," 2 Ti 1:8 = "the testimony of our Lord", 1 Ti 2:6 = "the testimony given
at the proper time" (in context more specifically this refers the atoning work of Christ, which is a critical
component of the Gospel); see also Mt 24:14 ("Gospel of the kingdom" - "a testimony") and Acts
4:33 (resurrection is a critical component of the Gospel)

Proclaiming (2605)(kataggello from kata = an intensifier, down + aggelos = messenger and aggello = to
declare, report) literally means to "declare down". Vincent = "to proclaim with authority, as commissioned to
spread the tidings throughout, down among those that hear them, with the included idea of celebrating or
commending." It means to announce, with focus upon the extent to which the announcement or proclamation
extends and so to proclaim throughout. It means to declare plainly, openly and loudly! It was used of solemn
religious messages. Webster adds that our English "proclaim" (from pro = before + clamare = to cry out)
means to "declare publicly, typically insistently... in either speech or writing... and implies declaring clearly,
forcefully, and authoritatively." Secular uses of kataggello - "In the secular sphere the term is used for official
reports, while in the religious area it announces games and proclaims festivals. Plato has it for philosophical
proclamation. Used 3x in the letters to Corinth - 1 Co. 2:1; 1 Co. 9:14; 1 Co. 11:26

Testimony (3142)(marturion/martyrion source of English "'martyr') means evidence, proof. The content of
what a witness tells. Marturion is is the declaration of facts which confirms or makes something known.
Marturion is an objective act, circumstance or statement that provides evidence or certifies the truthfulness of
something. The content of what is witnessed or said. (See also marturia/martyria) Testimony (marturion)
means just that—a testimony or witness. A person can only testify to what he himself has seen or heard or
experienced. A witness in a courtroom is to report only what he knows objectively, factually, and personally. He
is not to speculate, guess, or deduce. "The word originally referred to one who was a legal witness but came
to refer to one whose testimony for Jesus ends in death." 20x in NT - Matt. 8:4; Matt. 10:18; Matt. 24:14; Mk.
1:44; MKk. 6:11; Mk. 13:9; Lk. 5:14; Lk. 9:5; Lk. 21:13; Acts 4:33; Acts 7:44; 1 Co. 1:6; 1 Co. 2:1; 2 Co. 1:12; 2
Thess. 1:10; 1 Tim. 2:6; 2 Tim. 1:8; Heb. 3:5; Jas. 5:3; Rev. 15:5

TECHNICAL NOTE on testimony - A few important manuscripts (i(46vid )a* A C pc as well as some versions
and fathers) read musterion ("mystery" - Col 2:2 Christ crucified is the mystery of God, previously hidden Col
1:26) instead of (marturion, "testimony”). But the latter has wider ms support (a(2 )B D F G Y 33 1739 1881 U
and some versions), though not quite as impressive. martu,rion may have been changed by scribes in
anticipation of Paul's words in 2:7, or conversely, musth,rion may have been changed to conform to 1:6.
Transcriptionally, since "the mystery of God/Christ" is a well-worn expression in the corpus Paulinum (1 Cor
2:7; 4:1; Eph 3:4; Col 2:2; 4:3), while "testimony of Christ" occurs in Paul only once (1 Cor 1:6, though
"testimony of the Lord" appears in 2 Tim 1:8), and "testimony of God" never, it is likely that scribes changed
the text to the more usual expression. A decision is difficult in this instance, but a slight preference should be
given to martu,rion. Constable adds "Some early texts have “mystery” (Gr. mysterion) instead of “testimony”
(martyrion). The difference is not significant. The gospel was both the message God had previously not
revealed that the apostles made known and the message to which they bore witness."
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Matthew Henry on Verses 1-5. Christ, in his person, and offices, and sufferings, is the sum and substance of the Gospel, and ought
to be the great subject of a Gospel minister's preaching, but not so as to leave out other parts of God's revealed truth and will. Paul
preached the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27+). Few know the fear and trembling of faithful ministers, from a deep sense of their
own weakness They know how insufficient they are, and are fearful for themselves (ED: ). When nothing but Christ crucified is
plainly preached, the success must be entirely from Divine power accompanying the word, and thus men are brought to believe, to
the salvation of their souls.

IEBUSTRATION: D.L. Moody was once scheduled to preach at Cambridge University. Some of the students were outraged that an
American without a college education would dare to speak in that center of culture. They planned to hoot him off the platform. Moody
began his sermon by saying, “Young gentlemen, don’t ever think God don’t love you, for he do!” The scoffers were dumbfounded,
and Moody’s unpolished words captured them. That was the beginning of revival and of one of the greatest awakenings of the
nineteenth century.

IEEUSTRATIONJOFINOTCOMINGIWITHISUPERIORITYJOEISPEECH - The difference is illustrated in the account of two men who

went to hear a certain famous preacher. Coming away from the service they said, "My, what eloquence! He knows how to choose
the right words and how to say them! His oratory is simply irresistible!" The next week they went to hear another preacher, equally
as famous. They left the service silently and reverently. Finally one said, "My, what a Christ!" (Zodhiates)

Win the Lost at Any Cost 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 - Stephen Hooker

Introduction There are many noble pursuits in life, but there is at last one which towers over all the rest, that causes all others to
stand in its shadow. It is one of the very reasons for the church’s existence. It is not an invitation, it is an imperative. It comes not
from man but from Christ Himself. It is to this task that | would call the church. “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel.” Win
the lost at any cost. In our text we find the testimony of a man who answered this call. His response may be seen as a model for
our own.

. The Man
For there to be evangelism, there must be an evangelist. What kind of person can God use?

A.  One who is willing to go. “When | came,” said Paul.
1. The early church took the great commission seriously. They began at Jerusalem and they went. On the street corners and
in the market places, whenever and wherever the message needed to be heard, they “declared it publicly and house-to-house.”
2. It seems today that somehow that divine commission has lost some of its urgency. Instead of winning the world to Christ we
have become content to gather regularly and talk about winning the world.

B.  One who is willing to be used in spite of his fears and shortcomings.
1. Paul confesses that he was with them in “weakness” and “fear.” He understood the natural fear we have of confronting
someone with a message that we are not even sure that he wants to hear.
2. Paul was also keenly aware of his personal limitations, his lack of “eloquence” and “wisdom.” This illustrates that the real
ability that God blesses is “usability.”

Il. The Manner

A.  Evangelism is to be done with integrity not with clever manipulation, not with “wise and persuasive words.”
1. Many people are turned off by the mere mention of “evangelism” because of the bad name some non-scrupulous, pseudo-
religionists have given it. In some cases today it has been reduced to cheap promotionalism.
2. Thatis not how Paul came to the Corinthians (see also 2 Corinthians 4:2) His witness was genuine and sincere.

B. Evangelism is to be done with primary dependency upon God rather than man. It is to be done “in demonstration of the
Spirit's power.” It is, after all, God who “gives the increase.”

Ill. The Message—*“Jesus Christ and him crucified”

A. There was once a great conviction that gripped the church of Jesus Christ—that Jesus Christ is the only savior of
humankind and that apart from Him people are lost and doomed to destruction.

1. Soimportant was this to Paul that he said, “Woe is me if | preach not the gospel.”

2. So important was it to Henry Martyn that when he landed on the shores of India he said, “Here let me bum myself out for
God.”

B.  In our sophisticated society we seldom find salvation worth talking about any more.



1. The church is involved in too many other things that come at the expense of the proclamation of the gospel.
2. Ours is not the age of the rejection of the gospel. It is the age of the unproclaimed gospel.

Conclusion How many of us in the room today have spoken to a lost person about Jesus Christ in the last week, month, year, in the
entire time we have been a Christian? If not us, then who? If not now, then when?

MiustrationyH.L. Hendricks once said that he could not find a single verse of Scripture that commands a lost person to go to church
but he could quote numerous scriptures that call the church to go a lost world. (Sermon Outlines for Growing Christians)

1 Corinthians 2
"THE CHAPTER OF THINGS"

This truth is brought out especially in the KJV where this word "thing" is found 11 times in 8 verses (only 6 times in the NAS). Here
are the KJV occurrences:

—_

. 1 Cor 2:2KJV For | determined not to know any THING among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
. 1 Cor 2:9KJV But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, theTHINGS
which God hath prepared for them that love him.

3. 1 Cor 2:10KJV But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth allTHINGS, yea, the deep THINGS
of God.

4. 1 Cor 2:11KJV For what man knoweth the THINGS of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.

5. 1 Cor 2:12KJV Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the
THINGS that are freely given to us of God.

6. 1 Cor 2:13KJV Which THINGS also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual THINGS with spiritual.

7. 1 Cor 2:14KJV But the natural man receiveth not the THINGS of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

8. 1 Cor 2:15KJV But he that is spiritual judgeth all THINGS , yet he himself is judged of no man.

n

See note below by Archibald Brown

The Testimony of God - James Smith
"I came to you declaring the testimony of God." 1 Corinthians 2:1

The gospel is not a cunningly devised fable, but the very word of God; it is a divine testimony; a message from Jehovah to man. It
comes directly from heaven, and is addressed to us in love.

By the gospel, God testifies to us that we are totally and entirely lost by nature; that there is neither help nor hope for us but in the
Lord Jesus Christ; but that in Him is all that we need, or that our circumstances require. He has . . .

= pardon for all sin;

= arighteousness to justify the ungodly;
= peace for the troubled conscience;

= life for the dying soul;

= holiness for the impure and filthy;

= strength for the weak and languishing;

in a word — a full salvation for the lost and perishing!

He possesses all the wealth of God. He is able to make . . .

» the foolish, wise;

the guilty, just;

= the filthy, clean;

= the miserable, happy;



= the weak, strong;

= the diseased, healthy;

= the carnal, spiritual; and

= the slaves of Satan, the children of God.

Christ is all that God can give! Christ has all that a sinner can need. Having Christ — we can need no more; and, if we are taught by
the Holy Spirit — we can be satisfied with no less.

The gospel testifies — that we are welcome to all that the fullness of Christ contains, without money and without price. God has set
no price upon gospel blessings, because they are invaluable. He has prescribed no conditions, but given a universal welcome. His
words are, "Whoever will — let him take the water of life freely." (Rev. 22:17.) And the testimony declares, that believing; Christ, and
all He has, becomes ours! We receive Him. We are entitled to all that He has. We are interested in all He has done. His work
is reckoned ours, for our justification; it is received as ours, to be the foundation of our hope; and it is pleaded as ours, and forms a
prevailing plea with God. It becomes our joy, our boast, and our song, in the house of our pilgrimage.

The gospel testifies — that true faith always produces penitence, and leads to holiness. The believing heart and the weeping eye go
together. If we really believe — we daily repent. We cannot repent of sin — unless we believe in Jesus. And we do not believe in
Jesus — unless we repent of sin. Faith produces godly sorrow — and godly sorrow leads to holiness of life. The stronger our faith —
the deeper our penitence; and the deeper our repentance — the holier our life.

Never be satisfied with faith without a broken heart; nor imagine that the heart is broken — unless sin is bitter. And if sin is biter to
the soul — it will be sure to be forsaken. Faith and holiness are indisputable evidences of a title to heaven. Faith purifies the heart
— and the heart reforms the life.

You have heard the testimony of God, you have read it; but do you believe it? Do you perceive its great importance, and receive it
into your heart, as a message of love coming direct from God to you? Do you heartily approve of it? Do you act upon it?

= If you reject the testimony, you treat God with contempt!

= If you deny the testimony — you give God the lie!

If you postpone the consideration of it — you manifest the greatest folly!
= If you receive the testimony — you set to your seal that God is true!

The testimony being sent — man is brought to the test. The testimony being rejected — the doom of man is sealed. Once more the
testimony is placed before your eye, and presented to your heart — it is to be received or rejected? Decide!

1 Corinthians 2:2 For | determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

Wouest - for, after weighing the issues, | decided not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and this
very One as crucified. (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

Amplified - For | resolved to know nothing (to be acquainted with nothing, to make a display of the knowledge
of nothing, and to be conscious of nothing) among you except Jesus Christ (the Messiah) and Him crucified.

Phillips - You may as well know now that it was my secret determination to concentrate entirely on Jesus
Christ and the fact of his death upon the cross.

NET 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | decided to be concerned about nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.

NLT 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | decided that while | was with you | would forget everything except Jesus Christ,
the one who was crucified.

ESV 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

NIV 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified.

GNT 1 Corinthians 2:20 yp kpiv Tedvou v pve P noo v XpIOT VKX TO TOV OTOUPWH VOV.

KJV 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.


https://www.eerdmans.com/Products/0882/the-new-testament.aspx
https://www.preceptaustin.org/bibliography#wuestper

YLT 1 Corinthians 2:2 for | decided not to know any thing among you, except Jesus Christ, and him crucified;

ASV 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.

CSB 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | didn't think it was a good idea to know anything among you except Jesus Christ
and Him crucified.

NKJ 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.

NRS 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

NAB 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.

NJB 1 Corinthians 2:2 | was resolved that the only knowledge | would have while | was with you was
knowledge of Jesus, and of him as the crucified Christ.

GWN 1 Corinthians 2:2 While | was with you, | decided to deal with only one subject-Jesus Christ, who was
crucified.

BBE 1 Corinthians 2:2 For | had made the decision to have knowledge of nothing among you but only of
Jesus Christ on the cross.

« To know nothing among you: 1Co 1:22-25 Joh 17:3 Ga 3:1 6:14 Php 3:8-10
« 1 Corinthians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passage:

2 Corinthians 4:5+ For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants for Jesus’ sake.

PAUL'S ONE GREAT THEME:
THE CROSS OF CHRIST

For | determined - Paul did not check his brain at the city limits of Corinth! Paul's point was, as Wuest) phrases it "after weighing
the issues, (he) decided not" to use his considerable powers of reasoning and debating to present the Gospel. Paul made a
conscious choice to preach Christ and that is the challenge for every preacher, every time they preach. Is that the choice you make
each week? If not your preaching may be popular, but it is not prioritizing the Person Who rescues the perishing (and rest assured
there is someone in your audience that day who is perishing!)

Paul kept the Cross of Christ the crux
the crucial point, the vital truth,

the central or critical point,

the heart, the core, the essence.

Determined is krino which in this context means he made a personal decision (judgment), a deliberate act of his will, a conscious
choice of his will (determined is active voice), resolving how he would present Christ to the unregenerate sinners in Corinth. Paul did
not preach Christ crucified by chance or by force of habit, but because of a definite resolution of his will. In a city filled with "human
wisdom" it would have been tempting to seek to sound wise in his presentation (that's what flesh would do), but as a Spirit filled,
Word centered, Christ exalting man, he determined otherwise. In so doing he gives us all a good model to emulate as we seek to
present Jesus to those (especially the intelligentsia) around us who are dead in their trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1+).

THOUGHT - It might be easy to read over this section and say these are good principles if you a minister or a
pastor, but we need to remember we are all "ministers” for Christ in one form or another, so these principles
apply to all believers. But if we are to imitate Paul (and we are - 1 Cor 11:1+), we need to make a conscious
decision to tell about Christ crucified, for the time is short and eternity is long!

Lowell Johnson - Paul had made the decision that he was not going to use gimmicks or clever approaches, but simply give the
people a clear presentation of Jesus Christ. It's so easy to get sidetracked by good and worthwhile things. We can preach about
social issues, the political debates of our day, the crisis in the Middle East, the economy. For Paul the choice was clear: “Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.”
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Paul was an ambassador, not a salesman.
-- Dave Guzik

Determined (decided)(2919)(krino gives us English words critic, critical [kritikos] = a decisive point at which
judgment is made) has the basic meaning to form an opinion after separating and considering the particulars in
the case. Krino always involves the process of thinking through a situation and coming to a conclusion. And
thus krino means to evaluate and determine what is right, proper, and expedient for correction. To distinguish
or decide between (in the sense of considering and reaching a decision), to make up one's mind. Wuest gives
an excellent sense of the progression of meaning of this Greek word - The word krino meant originally
to separate, then to distinguish, to pick out, to be of opinion, and finally, tojudge.

Uses of krino in letters to Corinth - 1 Co. 2:2; 1 Co. 4:5; 1 Co. 5:3; 1 Co. 5:12; 1 Co. 5:13; 1 Co. 6:1; 1
Co. 6:2; 1 Co. 6:3; 1 Co. 6:6; 1 Co. 7:37; 1 Co. 10:15; 1 Co. 10:29; 1 Co. 11:13; 1 Co. 11:31; 1 Co.
11:32; 2 Co. 2:1; 2 Co. 5:14;

Paul's words "I determined" remind men of the opening words of Isaac Watts great hymn for Paul "surveyed" the "wondrous cross"
and poured contempt on all his pride! Listen to this incredibly beautiful version by Kathryn Scott...

When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
When | survey the wondrous cross

On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

At the cross, at the cross where | first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,

It was there by faith | received my sight,
And now | am happy all the day.
And now | am happy all the day.

Paul determined to glory in and preach the Cross of Christ.
Let the minister be hid so that Christ might be seen.

To know nothing (to be acquainted with nothing, to make a display of the knowledge of nothing, and to be conscious of
nothing) among you except (to concentrate entirely on)Jesus (lesous) Christ (Christos), and Him (literally "this [very] One")
crucified (stauroo) - Paul was fixated on the Cross of Christ and we should have the same single-minded focus! Paul may have liked

the acronym "KISS" (see origin below) regarding the proclamation of the Gospel - "Keep It Simple Stupid" Nothing is the first word
in the sentence for emphasis and is the strongest Greek negative (ou) which means absolutely nothing and gives us the picture of a
(Spirit) driven man on mission, a man who was laser focused and (Spirit) energized to present Jesus Christ. Paul understood time
and that sought to redeem the time and not be side-tracked by peripheral ploys, like "Where did evil originate from?, etc." Paul
sought to present the only One Who has conquered evil and beloved, we should seek to do the same, always taking dead men
back to the Man Who died on the Cross. Obviously in saying nothing, Paul was not saying that he emptied his mind, but that he set
aside his store of knowledge in order to focus his attention on the crucified Christ, Who was his one passion. May He be ours also.
In His Name. Amen.

KISS, an acronym for keep it simple, stupid, is a design principle noted by the U.S. Navy in 1960.[1][2] The
KISS principle states that most systems work best if they are kept simple rather than made complicated;
therefore, simplicity should be a key goal in design, and unnecessary complexity should be avoided. (To this
statement from Wikipedia, we say "Amen!")

God is looking for “Cross-eyed” preachers!

Crucified (stauroo) is in the perfect tense which speak of past completed action (the historical event of the crucifixion of Christ) with
abiding effects as the result of His crucifixion. In 1 Co 1:23-24+ Paul declared (in response to requests of Jews and Greeks - 1 Cor
1:22+) "we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." Paul was not about to deviate from a message that came with
"the power of God and the wisdom of God," and neither should we, beloved. Yes, it is foolishness (moros, moria ~ "moronic") to
the natural man (1 Cor 1:18, 21, 23, 25+, 1 Cor 2:14+). Yes, the Gospel will many times result in rejection. But it is the only message
that will save a lost soul from everlasting torment! We must say that when He died on the cross, He paid the ultimate penalty to
deliver us from our sins.
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When someone told C H Spurgeon that all his sermons sounded the same, he responded “That's because | take a text and make a
beeline to the Cross.” May all God's preachers do the same for the glory of the Lamb. Amen

As Pastor Alan Carr says "That is our mandate! We are not to concern ourselves with the petty affairs of men. We are not to
get caught up in the mundane business of a fallen world. We have been called to a heavenly task, We have been divinely
and sovereignly chosen from among all the 7 billion people living on earth today to preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ. We are to tell them “how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the scriptures,” 1"Cor."15:3—4. That is the Gospel, and we are to preach it! We must tell
them about Jesus Christ, “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification,” Rom." 4:25. That is
the Gospel, and we are to preach it! We are to trumpet the message of Rom."10:9;"Acts"16:31, and John"3:16. We are to
tell them that “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life,” 1" John" 5:12. We are

to preach the Gospel! (The Biblical Pattern For Preaching)

Ray Pritchard - We have a word for people like Paul. We call a person like him dJohnny one-note.” He was a man of one
message. If you heard him in Thessalonica or Athens or Rome, it was always the same—Jesus Christ and him crucified. He never
strayed from his basic message. Someone once asked the great British preacher Charles Spurgeon (many think he was the greatest
preacher since the Apostle Paul) why all his sermons sounded alike. “That’s simple,” he replied. “l take my text wherever | can find it,
and then | make a bee-line for the cross.” He and Paul came from same mold. In our text we discover the pastor’s life work. If a man
could come to the end of his ministry and have someone say, “He spoke to us only of Jesus Christ and him crucified,” his ministry
would not have been in vain.... if you want to know how to be right with God, if you want to know how to have your sins forgiven, if
you want to know how to go to heaven, then you need the message Paul preached: Jesus Christ and him crucified....The grass
withers, the flower fades, only the Word of the Lord lasts forever. And that's why Paul labored as he did “so that your faith might
not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power” (v. 5). All that comes from man must perish with man; what comes from God
lasts forever....three words to summarize Paul’s preaching: clarity, simplicity, boldness. Paul was so clear that no one could miss
his message. He was simple because he spoke plainly about what Jesus Christ accomplished in his death on the cross. And he was
bold in stating that truth over and over again. He was a man of one message, a preacher with a one-track mind, a one-note Johnny
who would not be silent. He focused on the cross because that was the one part of the Christian message the world could not
duplicate.... To us—and only to us—did God vouchsafe the message of Jesus Christ and him crucified That is our message, our only
message. We are to tell it because no one will if we don’t.

We must say that when he died on the cross, God laid on him all our sins. He took our place, dying where we
should have died, bearing our punishment, standing as our substitute, taking our sin and its punishment upon
himself. He died that he might be our Savior and bring us home to God. He was the just dying for the unjust,
the good dying for the bad, the righteous dying for the unrighteousness, the holy dying for the sinful. And in his
death he won our salvation. Then he rose from the dead on the third day, proving all his claims to be
true....Here is the message of the gospel in just ten words: Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead.
(Pritchard)

Krell on crucified in perfect tense says it "suggests that his focus was not as much on the historical event of the cross but on its
ongoing effect for those who believe in Jesus, namely, that in this event they can find personal justification, redemption, and
sanctification (cf. 1:30). The point is that the death of Jesus Christ covers everything. Jesus is the one person that fixes
everything! One final thought before we move on: To give people what they need sometimes you must not give them what they
want. Most parents learn this early on. When your daughter is sick she may want another cookie, but what she needs is the
medicine the doctor prescribed. If you love her you'll give her what she needs, not what she wants. The same is true as we speak to
others about Christ. They may want to hear other things; we must tell them about Jesus, for He alone can save them. Do not back
down from people. Do not kowtow to others. God is looking for “cross-eyed” preachers. He wants us to have a solitary focus and
agenda.

Robertson on Him crucified - This phase in particular (1 Cor 1:18) was selected by Paul from the start as the centre of his Gospel
message. He decided to stick to it even after Athens where he was practically laughed out of court. The Cross added to the
skandalon of the Incarnation, but Paul kept to the main track on coming to Corinth. (WP)

Spurgeon - This is the one thing needful for us to know. All our reading and studies will be in vain if we are ignorant of Christ and his
atoning blood. If Paul the preacher determined to know nothing but this, we may be sure it is above all things important.

Krell on Him crucified - That same choice confronts every Christian messenger. It's so easy to be sidetracked by good and
worthwhile things. We can preach about social issues, the political debates of our day, the crisis in the Middle East, or the decline of
the family. We can tackle Bible prophecy or we can major on predestination or the gifts of the Holy Spirit. There is a place for all
those things, but that place is never at the center. For Paul the choice was clear: “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” He started there
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and that became the center of his preaching. Once the center was in place, every other truth could be arranged around it. But Jesus
must be in the middle of all things and all things must be properly related to Him.

As William Barclay said “Corinth put a premium on the veneer of false rhetoric and thin thinking." Paul avoided the "veneer" of
falsehoods to focus on the veracity of the Cross. Paul was unswayed and unperturbed by the fact that "Jews ask for signs and
Greeks search for wisdom." (1 Cor 1:22+) The only sign Paul sought to proclaim was the sign of Jonah the prophet (which
foreshadowed the resurrection) (Mt 12:39-40+).

Crucified (4717)(stauroo from stauros = cross, in turn from histemi = to stand) means literally to nail or
fasten to a cross and so to crucify -- literal death by nailing to and hanging from a cross (a stake). In Galatians
5:24+ Paul used stauroo in a metaphorical sense to refer to crucifixion of the flesh (as a result of the literal
crucifixion). Used in 46x in 42v - Matt. 20:19; Matt. 23:34; Matt. 26:2; Matt. 27:22; Matt. 27:23; Matt. 27:26;
Matt. 27:31; Matt. 27:35; Matt. 27:38; Matt. 28:5; Mk. 15:13; Mk. 15:14; Mk. 15:15; Mk. 15:20; Mk. 15:24; MKk.
15:25; Mk. 15:27; Mk. 16:6; Lk. 23:21; Lk. 23:23; Lk. 23:33; Lk. 24:7; Lk. 24:20; Jn. 19:6; Jn. 19:10; Jn. 19:15;
Jn. 19:16; Jn. 19:18; dn. 19:20; Jn. 19:23; In. 19:41; Acts 2:36; Acts 4:10; 1 Co. 1:13; 1 Co. 1:23; 1 Co. 2:2; 1
Co. 2:8; 2 Co. 13:4; Gal. 3:1; Gal. 5:24; Gal. 6:14; Rev. 11:8

Robert Murray McCheyne was a minister in Scotland in the last century. He was only thirty years old when he died, but he made
an enormous spiritual impact on Scotland that still continues. He said, “It is not great talents God blesses so much as great
likenesses to Jesus... A man cannot be a faithful minister until he preaches Christ for Christ’s sake, until he gives up
striving to attract people to himself, and seeks only to attract them to Christ.”

Jesus Christ and Him crucified (Author unknown)

Jesus Christ and Him crucified, is the way in which God . . .

« displays His perfections,

=« unfolds His purposes,

= maintains His rights,

= confounds His foes, and

=« secures His glory in the salvation of His people.

Jesus Christ and Him crucified, is the only way in which . ..

= death is destroyed,

= sinis conquered,

= righteousness is established,
s rebels are reconciled,

=« saints are sanctified,

= and Heaven is opened!

Charles Spurgeon A sermon that will make the devils in Hell laugh, and the angels of God weep!
"For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 1 Corinthians 2:2
The best sermons are the sermons which are most full of Christ. A sermon without Christ it is a horrible thing! It is . . .
= an empty well;

= a cloud without rain;
= atree twice dead, plucked by the roots.

It is abominable to give men stones for bread, and scorpions for eggs—and yet they do so who preach not Jesus.

A sermon without Christ! As well talk of a loaf of bread without any flour in it. How can it feed the soul? Men die and perish because
Christ is not there, and yet His glorious gospel is the easiest thing to preach, and the sweetest thing to preach—there is
most variety in it, there is more attractiveness in it than in all the world besides!

The sermon which does not lead to Christ, or of which Jesus Christ is not the top and the bottom—is a sort of sermon that will make
the devils in Hell laugh, and the angels of God weep!
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The mark of true Gospel preaching is where Christ is everything, and the creature is nothing; where salvation is all of grace, through
the work of the Holy Spirit applying to the soul the precious blood of Jesus.

IEBUSTRATIONI- If a preacher is not careful, he will get in the way of the gospel instead of being a servant of the gospel. They can
obscure Jesus by their preaching, either in the presentation or the message. Like the little girl, who when a smaller man was guest
speaking could finally see the stained glass window of Jesus behind the pulpit said, “Where’s the man who usually stands there so
we can't see Jesus?” (Guzik) (Here's another version - A certain church had a beautiful stained-glass window just behind the pulpit.
It depicted Jesus Christ on the cross. One Sunday there was a guest minister who was much smaller than the regular pastor. A little
girl listened to the guest for a time, then turned to her mother and asked, “Where is the man who usually stands there so we can't
see Jesus?™"

IEEUSTRATION]- Take me to the Cross - Billy Graham tells the story of a police officer on night duty in a city in northern England.
As he walked the streets, he heard a quivering sob. Shining his flashlight into the darkness, he saw a little boy in the shadows sitting
on a doorstep with tears running down his cheeks. The child said, “I'm lost. Please take me home.” “I'll be glad to take you home.
Where do you live?” the officer replied. But the little boy was so tired and so scared that he couldn’'t remember his address. The
policeman began naming street after street, trying to help the boy remember where he lived. He named the shops and the hotels in
the area but the little boy could give him no clue. Then he remembered that at the center of the town stood a church with a large
white cross that towered high above the rest of the city. The policeman pointed to the cross and said, “Do you live anywhere near
that place?” The little boy’s face immediately brightened up. He said, “Yes, sir. Take me to the cross and | can find my way home.”
That is the mission of the church. We are to point people to the cross, and the cross will lead them safely home to God. This is our
message to the world today, and it is God’s message to you. The cross is God’s provision for your sin. If you go to the cross, you will
find your way home to God. Many people are lost and confused and the cross of Christ beckons you to come, repent of your sin and
receive Christ. Come to the cross and you will find your way home to God. The church stands today with an utterly unique message
that is given to us and to no on else. In a world of hurting people, to those who are angry and to those who are in despair, to those
who have lost their way, to every man and woman, to every boy and girl, the church of Jesus Christ says to everyone who will listen,
“Go to the cross and the cross will lead you home.” May we never be ashamed of the cross but preach it boldly as the only hope of
the world. Amen. (Pritchard)

James Smith, The glorious effects produced by it ("Paul’'s Determination” 1861)

Most men have some favorite subject — and Paul had his. Many subjects were embraced in his ministry — but one fixed his eye,
filled his heart, and occupied most of his attention. We may be sure, from the wisdom he generally displayed, and the abundance
of grace that he possessed — that it was an important and worthy subject. It was "Christ crucified!" Therefore alluding to his first visit
to Corinth, he said, "I determined to know nothing while | was with you — except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 1 Corinthians 2:2.
What a wondrous subject! What a wondrous Savior! Paul had seen glorious effects produced, by preaching it elsewhere. He knew
that if this doctrine would not win them, and bring them back to God — nothing could.

We have been preaching and writing about Christ crucified for many years. We have also seen the glorious effects produced by it.
We have seen . . .

= the hardened — melted down into penitence and love;
=« the miserable — made happy;

» the sorrowful — filled with comfort;

= the guilty — put in possession of pardon;

= the filthy — made pure and holy;

= the troubled — made calm and peaceful;

= and the cruel — made kind and gentle!

What an honor God confers upon you, by sending a message to you at all, especially such a message. ltis . . .

= a message of mercy — to miserable sinners;

= a message of grace — to unworthy sinners;

=« a message of provision made — for very poor and needy sinners;
= a message of comfort — for desponding sinners;

=« a message to alarm — for careless sinners;

= a message to solemnly warn — for obstinate sinners;


https://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/jesus-christ-and-him-crucified/

= an invitation to backsliders to return — that they may once more be happy and holy;
= a message of encouragement, direction, and winning love — to those who believe in Jesus.

Still My Determination - 1 Corinthians 2:2 -

From the days of St. Luke, some of history’s greatest preachers have originally trained as medical doctors. One of my favorites was
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, born and reared in Wales, who moved to London in 1914 at age fourteen. He enrolled at St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital as a medical student, graduating in 1921. But as he treated people’s physical needs, he became increasingly aware of their
spiritual ones, and he felt a nagging call to the ministry of preaching. 1 Corinthians 2:2 burned in his heart: “| determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

In 1927, he began pastoring in his native Wales. His first sermon was from 1 Corinthians 2:2. Ten years later, he moved to London’s
great Westminster Chapel as assistant to G. Campbell Morgan. When Morgan retired in 1943, Lloyd-Jones stepped into the pulpit
where, for 30 years, he preached “Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” dissecting and dividing the Scripture with the precision of a
surgeon’s scalpel.

On February 6, 1977, he returned to his former church in Wales for the fiftieth anniversary of his ministry. After announcing his text,
1 Corinthians 2:2, he said: | have a number of reasons for calling your attention tonight to this particular statement. One of them—
and | think you will forgive me for it—is that it was actually the text | preached on, on the first Sunday night | ever visited this church. |
call attention to it not merely for that reason, but rather because it is still my determination. ...

My dear friends, in the midst of life we are in death. This is not theory; this is personal; this is practical. How are you living? Are you
satisfied? How do you face the future? Are you alarmed? Terrified? What will you have when the end comes? You will have nothing,
unless you have Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

When Lloyd-Jones died four years later, these words were engraved on his tombstone: “For | determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” (Robert Morgan - From This Verse)

IEEUSTRATION: A Reminder Of The Cross

| determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. —1 Corinthians 2:2

Today's Scripture:: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Telephone poles play a crucial role in developed countries. They support lines of communication that enable people to “reach out
and touch” others in just about any corner of the globe. And in many communities, telephone poles carry power lines that make it
possible for people to use lights and appliances.

Think about these poles and the vast roadside forest they form. What is their shape? They look like crosses, don’t they?

As | looked at the pole in front of my house, | was reminded of the old rugged cross of Christ. Think of the “lines” of communication
and power it carries. Because of that cross, God listens to the prayers of any believer on the face of the earth. And because Jesus
shed His blood on that cross for lost humanity, believers in Christ have a deep desire to “reach out and touch” others with the
message of the gospel.

For the apostle Paul, the cross was everything. He had one message when he wrote to the Corinthian believers: “Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.” Calvary was the heart of Paul’s communication and the basis of his power.

The next time you see a telephone pole, think about the cross of Christ and how much it means to you. By: Mart DeHaan

When Jesus died on Calvary's cross,
He took our sin and shame;

He gave to us His righteousness,
His glory, and His name.

—Sper

Nothing speaks more clearly of God's love than the cross.

1 Corinthians 2:3 | was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,




Wuest - And as for myself, when | faced you, | fell into a state of weakness and fear and much
trembling. (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

Amplified - And | was in (passed into a state of) weakness and fear (dread) and great trembling after | had
come] among you.

Phillips - As a matter of fact, in myself | was feeling far from strong; | was nervous and rather shaky.
NET 1 Corinthians 2:3 And | was with you in weakness and in fear and with much trembling.
NLT 1 Corinthians 2:3 | came to you in weakness-- timid and trembling.

ESV 1 Corinthians 2:3 And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,

NIV 1 Corinthians 2:3 | came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.

GNT 1 Corinthians 2:3ky v oBeve K& V@ P KX VTP P TOM yevpunvmpg pg,

KJV 1 Corinthians 2:3 And | was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
YLT 1 Corinthians 2:3 and |, in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling, was with you;
ASV 1 Corinthians 2:3 And | was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
CSB 1 Corinthians 2:3 | came to you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.

NKJ 1 Corinthians 2:3 | was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.

NRS 1 Corinthians 2:3 And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.
NAB 1 Corinthians 2:3 | came to you in weakness and fear and much trembling,

NJB 1 Corinthians 2:3 | came among you in weakness, in fear and great trembling

GWN 1 Corinthians 2:3 When | came to you, | was weak. | was afraid and very nervous.
BBE 1 Corinthians 2:3 And | was with you without strength, in fear and in doubt.

=« 1C04:10-13 Ac 17:1,6-12 20:18,19 2Co 4:1,7-12,16 6:4 7:5 10:1,10 2Co 11:29,30 12:5-10 13:4 Ga 4:13,14
= 1 Corinthians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

2 Cor 3:5-6+ Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our
adequacy is from God, 6 Who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but
of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Acts 18:9-10+ And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid (present imperative with a
negative - STOP BEING AFRAID) any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; 10 for | am with you,
and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for | have many people in this city.”

PAUL SENSE OF
INADEQUACY

| was with ("when | faced") you in ("passed into a state of") weakness and in fear and in much trembling -Paul did not come to
Corinth with any degree of self-confidence. For a full year and a half (Acts 18:11+) Paul had this attitude! In this context, the
description is more about Paul's state of mind then about the state of his physical body. While Paul does use astheneia in Galatians
4:13+ to refer to a bodily illness, in this context Paul usesweakness to express his sense of inadequacy (see "Related Passages”
above) In other words, Paul is emphasizing that he had not come to them with confidence in his flesh, but in weakness of his flesh.
This is a good position to be in because it enables God to work as Jesus explained to Paul (in a time of physical illness (cf 2 Cor
12:7-8) in 2 Cor 12:9+ declaring "My grace is sufficient (hikanos - adequate, enough) for you, for (MY) power (dunamis) is perfected
in (your) weakness (astheneia).”

Hodge - It was not in the consciousness of strength—self-confidence and self-reliance—that he appeared among them, but as
oppressed with a sense of his weakness and insufficiency. He had a work to do that he felt to be entirely above his powers.

Robertson - Paul had been in prison in Philippi, driven out of Thessalonica and Beroea, politely bowed out of Athens. It is a human
touch to see this shrinking as he faced the hard conditions in Corinth. It is a common feeling of the most effective preachers. Cool
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complacency is not the mood of the finest preaching.

And in fear and in much trembling - The expression in fear most likely speaks of Paul'sfear of failure. He did not fear that the
Gospel would fail, but that he would fail to present it in simplicity without reliance on human reasoning or rhetoric. Much (not just a
little) trembling speaks of "the anxiety of one who distrusts his ability completely to meet all requirements, but does his utmost to
fulfill his duty." (Gilbrant)

Hodge adds that the idea is that he came "in anxiety, or solicitude of mind arising out of a sense of his insufficiency, and of the
infinite importance of his work.

Pritchard - | am comforted by the thought that Paul was a man like | am—a man of like passions, if you will.As | consider his life, |
realize that nothing in Paul could explain his success—except God! The New Testament doesn’t give us any descriptions of Paul’s
appearance, but Paul himself quoted his opponents who said of him, “His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is
unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing” (2 Corinthians 10:10). We do have this early description of Paul that comes
from outside the New Testament. He was “a man of middling size, and his hair was scanty, and his legs were a little crooked, and his
knees were far apart; he had large eyes, and his eyebrows met, and his nose was somewhat long.” If that is accurate, then Paul was
no first-century Arnold Schwarzenegger. He wasn’t much to look at and he didn’t cut an impressive figure in the pulpit. Imagine two
members of the Corinthian church meeting each other in the marketplace: “Hey, who’s preaching this Sunday?” “Paul.” “Paul? Oh,
No! I've invited my neighbors to church this Sunday. | thought Dr. Smartypants was preaching. Paul is hard to understand. He’s too
deep for me. And his sermons are so long.”

Paul's other mentions of fear and trembling - 2 Cor. 7:15; Phil. 2:12; Eph. 6:5.

What preacher of the gospel is there anywhere
who has not often known exactly what Paul is describing?
-- Gilbrant

Barnhouse in his great commentary on Romans emphasizes the importance of a proper understanding of ministry out of our
weakness rather than out of our supposed "power" writing "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and | in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for without me you can do nothing" (Jn 15:5). How many Christians read it, "Without me you cannot do
very much," cling to their own imagined ability, and so fail to bear fruit! God never mingles His power with ours. Only when we
recognize our own absolute nothingness does He work in full power. Paul learned this when he asked for deliverance from his "thorn
in the flesh." The Lord replied, "My grace is sufficient for you; for my strength is made perfect in weakness."

Glenn Spencer - When Paul went to Corinth he refused to rely upon the skills and schemes of oratory. He would not accommodate
the gospel to the style of the Greek philosophers and did not try to decorate the truth with pagan wisdom to make it acceptable to
the lost. Humanly speaking, Paul was in an impossible situation. He was a weak and sickly old man with an unappealing message
so far as the religious intelligentsia were concerned. However, Paul had something that was much better than everything the world
could offer. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. (2
Corinthians 4:7+)

Weakness (769) (astheneia froma = without + sthénos = strength, bodily vigor) means literally without
strength or bodily vigor = want of strength = lacking strength. It expresses powerlessness. The weak are
without strength, incapacitated in some serious way. Literally astheneia refers to bodily diseases or ailments
(Lk 5:15, 13:11, 12, Jn 5:5, 11:4, 28:9). Another meaning of astheneia is incapacity to do or experience
something, an inability to produce results, a state of weakness or limitation (1Co 15:43; 2Co 11:30; 12:5, 9,
10, 13:4; Ro 8:27; Heb 4:15; 5:2; 7:28; 11:34) Paul's use of astheneiain 1Co 2:3 conveys the sense of
weakness in terms of courage. In some contexts astheneia (and related words) can be used as the opposite
of dunamis or power (as in 2 Cor 12:9+).

Fear (5401) (phobos from the verb phébomai = to flee from or to be startled) refers first to flight, to alarm, to
fright or to terror (of the shaking type) (cf. Mt 14:26; Lk 21:26). This type of fear is connected with fear of the
unknown, fear of the future, and fear of authorities. It speaks of the terror which seizes one when danger
appears and in context is what Paul experienced in Corinth. A Biblical fear of God (a fear which Paul clearly
had) includes elements of (1) awe of His greatness and glory and elements of (2) dread of the results of
violating His holy nature causing Him displeasure and incurring His hand of discipline (He 12:6+, He
12:11+). In classical Greek phobos meant panic or flight ('Panic-stricken flight' = Homer) It conveyed the idea
of running away, of fleeing panic-stricken from battle. (2) More generally phobos means fear in the widest
sense means 'awe' or 'reverence' for some exalted ruler and especially for some divinity or some god. It is the
feeling which a man experiences in the presence of someone who is infinitely his superior.
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Trembling (5156)(tromos from trémo = tremble, gives us our English word "tremor") quaking with fear or
quivering often with the implication of fear and/or consternation (Mk 16:8). Tremor can express profound
reverence and respect (2Co 7:15). "This word was used to describe the anxiety of one who distrusts his ability
completely to meet all requirements, but religiously does his utmost to fulfil his duty. Paul admitted to them his
mental weakness and shortness of confidence." (Mattoon)

THOUGHT - He responded in a totally human fashion, which I find greatly encouraging We've all had his
experience when trying to share Christ with others. Have you ever tried to witness to someone only to find that
you “tang” gets all “tongueled” up? Or have you tried to quote John 3:16 to a lost person only to discover that
you've forgotten everything after “For God”? Certainly all of us have had seemingly disastrous witnessing
experiences where everything we said ended up sounding like nonsense to us. It happens. Paul certainly knew
what that was like. We need “holy nervousness” when we witness to others lest we fail the Lord or fail the
person to whom we are speaking. (Pritchard)

Pastor Keith Krell - Occasionally, someone asks me if | get scared or nervous before | preach. The answer is yes, and it happens
every single time. No matter how many times I've preached or how well prepared | am there is always a sense of nervousness that
comes just before | stand up. | hope | don’t ever lose that, because if | do | need to stop preaching. If speaking for Christ ever
becomes routine, then something has gone wrong inside your heart.

IEBUSTRATIONI- Someone said to Charles Spurgeon, “I get so nervous when | preach. When do | get over that?” Spurgeon said,
“Pray you never do, for then God cannot use you.”

G. Campbell Morgan does not speculate on the cause but the effect of Paul's words declaring “So great was his sense of weakness
and fear, and so profound his lack of trust in himself that he quaked, he trembled. Those are the secrets of strength in all preaching.”

IEBUSTRATIONI- Black Bart was a professional thief whose very name struck fear as he terrorized the Wells Fargo stage line. From
San Francisco to New York, his name became synonymous with the danger of the frontier. Between 1875 and 1883, he robbed 29
different stagecoach crews. Amazingly, Bart did it all without firing a shot. Because a hood hid his face, no victim ever saw his face.
He never took a hostage and was never trailed by a sheriff. Instead, Black Bart used fear to paralyze his victims. His sinister
presence was enough to overwhelm the toughest stagecoach guard. That same kind of fear is what overwhelms Christians from
sharing the Gospel or preaching the truths of Scripture.

A kindergarten teacher wanted to understand her students’ struggle to master the fine motor skills of writing, cutting, and tying their
shoes. For a period of time, she decided to use her weaker hand for all of her own fine motor tasks. She soon understood how it felt
to fumble clumsily with a pair of scissors or a pencil.

In his own ministry, Paul purposefully “disadvantaged” himself for the purpose of upholding the integrity of the gospel. There were
methods and means he could have used that might have arguably been more persuasive, but he made the deliberate decision not
to employ them. “I resolved to know nothing ... except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (2:2). Paul did not avail himself of the
rhetorical devices he could have used to make compelling arguments about Jesus. Instead, for Paul, there was only the cross and
the God—Man, Jesus.

From portraits of Paul in the book of Acts, we know that he was capable of powerful oratory. He was well-versed in the Hebrew
Scriptures as well as the contemporary poetry and literature of his day. Notice his address to the scholars and philosophers of
Athens in Acts 17! But Paul, for all his academic and religious training, gave up the tactics of logical persuasion and argumentation,
at least in Corinth, to focus all the power of his message on the Cross. And the Cross, as we’ve seen yesterday, doesn’t fit neatly
into common—sense categories.

In the culture of Corinth (and the Roman empire at this time), men were admired and esteemed for their rhetorical abilities. If one
succeeded in public speaking, he earned the iconic status that movie stars and professional athletes enjoy in our day. Today, beauty
and athletic ability are the currency of fame; in the Roman empire, philosophical wisdom and rhetorical eloquence were sought—after
gifts. The Corinthians obviously held these in high esteem, which is why Paul would not, in his preaching, capitulate to their terms
and compromise the gospel in any way.

Apply the Word - Everything seems upside—down in the kingdom of God. Weakness is power. Humility is strength. Foolishness is
wisdom. (See Spiritual Paradox in the Christian Life) But the force behind preaching that centers on this “foolish” gospel is the
Spirit's power. When the Spirit of God animates His Word with power, there is healing, conviction of sin, and worship. There are real
encounters with the living God, and in His presence everything is possible. Must we, like the Corinthians, repent of worldly values
that displace our allegiance to the crucified Christ?
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1 Corinthians 2:4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power,

Wouest - And my message and my preaching were not couched in specious words of philosophy but were
dependent for their efficacy upon a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, (Eerdmans Publishing - used by
permission)

Amplified - And my language and my message were not set forth in persuasive (enticing and plausible) words
of wisdom, but they were in demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit and power a proof by the Spirit and power of
God, operating on me and stirring in the minds of my hearers the most holy emotions and thus persuading
them]

Phillips - What | said and preached had none of the attractiveness of the clever mind, but it was a
demonstration of the power of the Spirit!

NET 1 Corinthians 2:4 My conversation and my preaching were not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with
a demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

NLT 1 Corinthians 2:4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and
persuasive speeches, | relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit.

ESV 1 Corinthians 2:4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

NIV 1 Corinthians 2:4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit's power,

GNT 1 Corinthians 2:4 k& Ayog pou KX T Kpuyd pou ok Vv Tieifo [q] oog g [Ayoig] AN v mode &gl
TIVE JOXTOG K& OUV PEWG,

KJV 1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:

YLT 1 Corinthians 2:4 and my word and my preaching was not in persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power --

ASV 1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:

CSB 1 Corinthians 2:4 My speech and my proclamation were not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a
powerful demonstration by the Spirit,

NKJ 1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

NRS 1 Corinthians 2:4 My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

NAB 1 Corinthians 2:4 and my message and my proclamation were not with persuasive (words of) wisdom,
but with a demonstration of spirit and power,

NJB 1 Corinthians 2:4 and what | spoke and proclaimed was not meant to convince by philosophical
argument, but to demonstrate the convincing power of the Spirit,

= my message: Ac 20:27

= not: 1Co 2:1,13 1:17 Jud 14:15 16:5 2Sa 14:17-20 15:2-6 1Ki 22:13,14 2Ch 18:19-21 Pr 7:21 20:19 Jer 20:10 Eze 13:6,10,11
Ro 16:18 Col 2:4 2Pe 1:16 2:18

= persuasive words, Ac 26:28 Ga 1:10

= but: 1Co 4:20 Joh 16:8-15 Ro 15:19 1Th 1:5 1Pe 1:12

= 1 Corinthians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

NOT PERSUASIVE WORDS
BUT IN SPIRIT AND POWER
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And my message (logos) and my preaching (kerugma) were not in persuasive (enticing) words (logos) of wisdom -
(Wuest) "not couched in specious words of philosophy". He did not rely on logic or rhetoric but the power of the Cross. Paul's
preaching was not designed to coerce men into making a decision, for he knew that souls were saved by the grace of God Who
Alone draws men to Jesus Christ and Him crucified (cf Jn 6:44). On the other hand this passage could easily be misinterpreted to
mean that Paul was rejecting persuasive preaching, but clearly he sought to be persuasive in preaching before King Agrippa giving
his sermon in Acts 26:1-17+ and to which "Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short time you willpersuade me to become a Christian.”
(Acts 26:18-19+). What he was not seeking to do was to persuade men using human wisdom (words of wisdom). Similarly in Acts
18:4+ when he was in Corinth Luke records "he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade
(peitho) Jews and Greeks." But note that his persuasion was in "solemnly testifying diamarturomai, also used in Acts 20:21, 23,
24+, Acts 28:23+) to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ." (Acts 18:5+, cf accusation of the Corinthian Jews against Paul in Acts
18:13+) So it is not that Paul did not desire to persuade his hearers but simply that he did not use human methods of persuasion
(such as "superiority of speech or wisdom" 1 Cor 2:1). Paul knew that it was the inherent power (dunamis) of the inspired Gospel
(Ro 1:16+) that convicts and converts hearts, not the skill of the preacher. In a sense, this is great news for preachers as it puts the
pressure on God, not on their golden presentation. Paul is not suggesting that the preacher should not prepare his message, for he
should, even as he commanded Timothy to "Be diligent (aorist imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) to
present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth." (2 Ti
2:15+). A good vocabulary is fine, but flowery oratory is not!

1 Corinthians 1:21+ For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God,
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.

Alan Carr writes that "When the language becomes so verbose, and the rhetoric becomes so stilted and hard to decipher, it
becomes obvious that the preacher has lost his desire to feed the sheep, and is more interested in flaunting his supposed
intellect. Learn words and love words. They are the tools of our trade. Just as a carpenter uses the saw, the hammer and
the ruler to build his creations; the preacher uses nouns, verbs, propositions and adjectives to build his sermons. True
intelligence has the ability to make the profound simple. True brilliance does not flaunt its abilities; true brilliance simplifies the
difficult so that all can understand. (IEEUSTRATION) When criticized for his simple speech,D.L. Moody responded by saying, “/
have been called to feed Sheep,and not giraffes. | put the cookies on the bottom shelf where the children can reach them.” There is
nothing wrong with using expressive language to describe the glorious truths of the Word of God. But, the language should never
overshadow the message.(from A Biblical Pattern for Preaching)

Hodge on differentiation of my message and my preaching - If these terms are to be distinguished, the former may refer to his
private and the latter to his public instructions; or the former is general, including all modes of address, and the latter specific, limited
to public discourse. “My instructions in general, and my public preaching in particular.” Both terms, however, may designate different
aspects of the same thing. His mode of preaching is described first negatively and then positively. It was not with the enticing words
of human wisdom—that is, the persuasive words that human wisdom would suggest. In his endeavors to bring people to the
obedience of the faith, he did not rely on his own skill in argument or persuasion. This is the negative statement.

Robertson - This looks like a false disclaimer or mock modesty, for surely the preacher desires to be persuasive....gullible people
are easy marks for these plausible pulpiteers. Corinth put a premium on the veneer of false rhetoric and thin thinking.

Carson - Paul describes in negative terms what the orators called ‘presence’. He cut no charismatic figure for he was there in
weakness and fear and with much trembling and his message (better ‘oratory’) and preaching were not undertaken by means of
the persuasive techniques of orators by acting out a part, playing on the audience’s feelings and with classical demonstrations
recommended in the handbooks on rhetoric (SEE EXAMPLE BELOW). Instead of using one of the demonstration techniques

recommended by Aristotle, his message was accompanied by the Spirit's power. (New Bible Commentary)

Example of Secular Speakers in Paul's Day - Aristotle identifies three steps or "offices" of rhetoric—
invention, arrangement, and style—and three different types of rhetorical proof: ethos (Aristotle's theory of
character and how the character and credibility of a speaker can influence an audience to consider him/her to
be believable—there being three qualities that contribute to a credible ethos: perceived intelligence, virtuous
character, and goodwill);mm (the use of emotional appeals to alter the audience's judgment through
metaphor, amplification, storytelling, or presenting the topic in a way that evokes strong emotions in the
audience.); and, logos (the use of reasoning, either inductive or deductive, to construct an argument).

As Spurgeon put it "It is ours to speak the truth boldly, and in every case we shall be a sweet savour unto God; but totemporise in
the hope of making converts is to do evil that good may come, and this is never to be thought of for an instant.”

Message...words (3056) see above on logos
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Preaching (2782)(kerugma where -ma means the result of <> from kerusso = to proclaim or announce in
public) means not so much the act but the content or the result of preaching, that which is cried by
the herald (kerux - an officer sent by a king or other high official to proclaim a message or announce good

news) or public crier. TDNT adds that kerugma "has a twofold sense like the word proclamation, signifying
both the result of proclamation (what is proclaimed) and the actual proclaiming. In other words, it denotes both
the act and the content. In many cases it is hard to say where the emphasis falls." (TDNT) In the NT kerugma
is always used of the public proclamation of God’s Word, which brings men to saving faith, builds them up in
divine truth, and strengthens them for godly living. Kerugma is used only 8x in NT most by Paul - Mt. 12:41;
Lk. 11:32; Ro 16:25; 1 Co. 1:21; 1 Co. 2:4; 1 Co. 15:14; 2 Tim. 4:17; Tit. 1:3

Persuasive (only here in NT)(3981)(peithos from peitho = to persuade or convince) is an adjective which
clearly means "persuasive," but not necessarily with the negative overtones suggested by the word
"enticing." The word Peitho was also the name of a Greek goddess, "Persuasion." Some of the Early Church
fathers (Origen, Eusebius) thought that Paul here intended a reference to this goddess (but that is highly
unlikely given the context -- as an aside there is some good material in the Early Church Fathers but just
because they were closer to the time of the writing of the NT does not automatically mean their interpretations
are more accurate and in my experience because many of the "fathers" began to interpret allegorically they
are often less accurate than interpretations that adhere to literal interpretation.

Wisdom (4678) see above on sophia

But - Term of contrast. Note the change of direction (so to speak) from not in persuasive words of wisdom to demonstration of the
Spirit and power.

In demonstration (proof) of the Spirit and of power (dunamis) - (Wuest) = "were dependent for their efficacy upon a demonstration
of the Spirit and of power." Amplified has "hey were in demonstration of the [Holy] Spirit and power a proof by the Spirit and power of
God, operating on me and stirring in the minds of my hearers the most holy emotions and thus persuading them]" This verse
summarizes why Paul was successful in spreading the Gospel throughout the entire Roman Empire! Paul's preaching was a
“demonstration,” a divine proof, not a personal ‘performance.” (What about your preaching dear pastor?) Paul depended on the
Spirit for any "success" he would experience. Demonstration is apodeixis a legal term meaning "legal proof demonstrated in court"
and thus signifies that the testimony or proof is irrefutable. Indeed, the Gospel may sound ridiculous to the unsaved mind, but it is
irrefutable and divinely powerful! We need to forget about trying to impress the world, attract the world (cf "seeker friendly"), or be
acceptable to the world. We must continually yield our lives to the Spirit, being filled with Him and His power (Eph 5:18+, Acts
1:84)..

KEY WORD IN CHAPTER 2 = Spirit, spiritual (7x to Holy Spirit) - 1 Cor 2:4 1 Cor 2:10 1 Cor 2:11 1 Cor 2:12
1 Cor 2:13 1 Cor 2:14 1 Cor 2:15

So here is the preacher's perfect pattern - the Spirit energized preacher preaches the powerful Word (the Gospel the power of God
for salvation - Ro 1:16+) and the Spirit supernaturally demonstrates (proves irrefutably) the Word to the person's heart and mind like
He did to Lydia in Acts 16:14+ Luke recording "A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a
worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul." We speak the Word
of the Cross and the sword of the Spirit "circumcises" their heart.

If people are impressed by what you say, they are unlikely to be impressed by Jesus
-- Ray Pritchard

Pritchard - We need the unction of the Holy Spirit that will take our feeble human words and fill them with supernatural power ED:
TRUE, BUT REMEMBER WHEN WE SPEAK THE GOSPEL, THAT WORD IS INTRINSICALLY POWERFUL! Ro 1:16+). When that
happens, lives will be radically changed.

Mattoon - As people were saved and their lives were changed, it proved that Paul's preaching was empowered by the Holy Spirit.
God can use a quiet man or a powerful orator like George Whitefield to reach people for Christ when these men are yielded and
dependent upon the Holy Spirit to work in people's hearts.

IEEUSTRATION - D. L. Moody was to have a campaign in England. An elderly pastor protested, "Why do we
need this 'Mr. Moody'? He's uneducated, inexperienced, etc. Who does he think he is anyway? Does he think
he has a monopoly on the Holy Spirit?" A younger, wiser pastor rose and responded, "No, but the Holy Spirit
has a monopoly on Mr. Moody." Let me ask, "Does the Holy Spirit have a monopoly on you? Are you under
His control?" Speaking to a large audience, D.L. Moody held up a glass and asked, "How can | get the air out
of this glass?" One man shouted, "Suck it out with a pump!" Moody replied, "That would create a vacuum and
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shatter the glass." After numerous other suggestions Moody smiled, picked up a pitcher of water, and filled the
glass. "There," he said, "all the air is now removed." He then went on to explain that victory in the Christian life
is not accomplished by "sucking out a sin here and there," but by being filled with the Holy Spirit. (Mattoon)

Krell - Note the striking contrast—the wisdom of men versus the power of God. If you build on one, you cannot have the other.
Paul's concern throughout this passage is self-reliance. It's not that he doesn’t want us to preach to the best of our ability—he most
certainly does! He just doesn’t want us to rely on our own gifts and strength. |EEUSTRATION]In the late 90’s a British company
developed a product called “Spray-On Mud” so city dwellers can give their expensive 4x4 vehicles the appearance of having been
off-road for a day of hunting or fishing without ever leaving town. The mud is even filtered to remove stones and debris that might
scratch the paint. This product sold very well. When it comes to preaching there are many who are more concerned with the outside
than the inside. They wax eloquent and wipe fresh pastry speech all over the place. But this type of preaching has no place in our
lives as followers of Jesus. Jesus was a carpenter. He was down and dirty! The Bible was written in Koine Greek, the language of
the common man. God wants us to rely on His strength to preach Christ-exalting words. When we preach or share Christ our desire
should not be that others say, “What a wonderful preacher!” Our desire is that they should say, “What a wonderful Savior!”

Hodge - Positively, his preaching was with a demonstration of the Spirit's power. This may mean, “the demonstration of the powerful
Spirit” or “the demonstration of the Spirit and of (miraculous) power,” referring to the double evidence of proof of the Gospel—
namely, the internal influence of the Spirit and the external evidence of miracles. The word translated power often means miraculous
power, but as this cannot be its meaning in the following verse, it is not probable that it was intended to have that sense here. The
phrase probably means, “the demonstration of which the Spirit is the author and that is characterized by power,” so that the sense is,
“the powerful demonstration of the Spirit.”

Godet writes: "The word apodeixis indicates a clearness which is produced in the hearer's mind, as by the sudden lifting of a veil; a
conviction mastering him with the sovereign force of moral evidence". Such conviction comes only from "the Spirit" who works on our
hearts in "power."

Lias comments: "The 'power' of which he speaks was not so much that of working miracles in the ordinary sense of the word, as of
touching the heart. He is referring to that conviction of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8), which the Spirit of God
produces in the spirit of man, and of the power to produce a change of heart and life which is the leading characteristic of the
Gospel"

Thayer says demonstration refers to "a proof by the Spirit and power of God, operating in me, and stirring in the minds of my
hearers the most holy emotions and thus persuading them, 1 Cor. 2:4 (contextually opposed to proof by rhetorical arts and
philosophic arguments -- the sense in which the Greek philosophers use the word."

Hodge on demonstration - Paul relied, therefore, for success not on his skill in argument or persuasion, nor upon any of the
resources of human wisdom, but on the testimony that the Spirit bore to the truth. The Holy Spirit demonstrates the Gospel to be
true.

Robertson and Plummer make this helpful observation: "Paul is not dealing with scientific certainty; but he claims that the certitude
of religious truth to the believer in the Gospel is as complete and as 'objective'—equal in degree, though different in kind—as the
certitude of scientific truth to the scientific mind." Those who experience the reality of Christ's presence within and the illumination of
His Spirit can surely say a hearty "Amen" to this.

Ralph Earle on demonstration - In view of the current use of the word "demonstration" in our country, it would seem that "proof"
would be a better translation here. It is also clearer and simpler. Then too, "demonstration" in religious circles means something out-
ward, whereas the "proof" of the Spirit's power here is an inward conviction of one's sin and of the truth of the gospel.

Demonstration (only NT use)(585) (apodeixis from apodeiknumi = to show forth) literally meant showing
forth or showing off (not in a negative sense), a setting forth and thus a "display" and then demonstration in the
sense of conclusive proof. On meaning of this word was “legal proof presented in court” Findlay says that
apodeixis was "the technical term for a proof drawn from facts or documents, as opposed to theoretical
reasoning; in common use with the Stoics in this sense”

Power (1411)(dunamis from dunamai = to be able, to have power; derived fromduna— conveys meaning of
“being able” of “capacity”) refers to power especially achieving power. It speaks of inherent power to
accomplish supernatural feats and is often translated miracles in the NT. It describes inherent power residing
in God, by virtue of His nature (e.g., see resurrection power 1 Cor 6:14+) and is supernatural power that
overcomes resistance. Dunamis is the word generally used by Paul of divine energy to accomplish something
supernaturally which cannot be accomplished naturally. Note that while dunamis gives us our English
dynamite, that is not the best illustration of this power because dynamite explodes and destroys, while Gospel
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dunamis creates and enables a new life in Christ. In the present context it speaks of the Gospel's supernatural
power to circumcise a heart and make a sinner a saint, a new creation in Christ (2 Cor 5:17). Dunamis is the
inherent power residing in Christ and His Gospel by virtue of His nature and the intrinsic nature of the Gospel
described in Ro 1:16+ (i.e., the "power of God" to save).

Dunamis in letters to Corinth - 1 Co. 1:18; 1 Co. 1:24; 1 Co. 2:4; 1 Co. 2:5; 1 Co. 4:19; 1 Co. 4:20; 1 Co.
5:4; 1 Co. 6:14; 1 Co. 12:10; 1 Co. 12:28; 1 Co. 12:29; 1 Co. 14:11; 1 Co. 15:24; 1 Co. 15:43; 1 Co.
15:56; 2 Co. 1:8; 2 Co. 4:7; 2 Co. 6:7; 2 Co. 8:3; 2 Co. 12:9; 2 Co. 12:12; 2 Co. 13:4

Spurgeon Preaching from Pulpit

IEBUSTRATIONJ- The Prince of preachers C H Surgeon understood this vital need in his life. In the huge Metropolitan Tabernacle
Spurgeon would sing the hymns down at floor level and then he would mount the 14 steps to the elevated pulpit and with every step
he took he would utter “l believe in the Holy Spirit. | believe in the Holy Spirit’

THOUGHT - Dear pastor, imitate Paul who imitated Jesus (1 Cor 11:1%+). Rely on the Holy Spirit to empower
your preaching. Preach the Word in the power of the Spirit.

Related Resources:

=« The Holy Spirit-Walking Like Jesus Walked!
=« Sermon | preached at ordination of a young preacher

The miracle of belief 1 Cor. 2:4

Paul was a scholar and an orator of the first rank; he is not speaking out of abject humility, but saying that he would veil the power of
God if, when he preached the gospel, he impressed people with his “excellency of speech.” Belief in Jesus is a miracle produced
only by the efficacy of Redemption, not by impressiveness of speech, not by wooing and winning, but by the sheer unaided power of
God. The creative power of the Redemption comes through the preaching of the Gospel, but never because of the personality of the
preacher. The real fasting of the preacher is not from food, but rather from eloquence, from impressiveness and exquisite diction,
from everything that might hinder the gospel of God being presented. The preacher is there as the representative of God—“as
though God did beseech you by us.” He is there to present the Gospel of God, not human ideals. If it is only because of my
preaching that people desire to be better, they will never get anywhere near Jesus Christ. Anything that flatters me in my preaching
of the Gospel will end in making me a traitor to Jesus; | prevent the creative power of His redemption from doing its work.

“I, if I be lifted up ..., will draw all men unto Me.” (Oswald Chambers)

Not By Might Nor By Power — 1 Corinthians 2:4

If in preaching the Gospel you substitute your clear knowledge of the way of salvation for confidence in the power of the Gospel, you
hinder people getting to Reality. You have to see that while you proclaim your knowledge of the way of salvation, you yourself are
rooted and grounded in faith in God. Never rely on the clearness of your exposition, but as you give your exposition see that you are
relying on the Holy Spirit. Rely on the certainty of God’s redemptive power, and He will create His own life in souls.

When once you are rooted in Reality, nothing can shake you. If your faith is in experiences, any thing that happens is likely to upset
that faith; but nothing can ever upset God or the almighty Reality of Redemption; base your faith on that, and you are as eternally
secure as God. When once you get into personal contact with Jesus Christ, you will never be moved again. That is the meaning of
sanctification. God puts His disapproval on human experience when we begin to adhere to the conception that sanctification is
merely an experience, and forget that sanctification itself has to be sanctified (see John 17:19). | have deliberately to give my
sanctified life to God for His service, so that He can use me as His hands and His feet. (Oswald Chambers)

Spirit (4151)(pneuma from pneo = to breath). - Note this is only a summary of the vast amount of material available on Pneuma.

Pneuma in NT - 380x in 345 verses andin the NAS is translated breath(3), Spirit(239), spirit(103), spirits(32),


https://www.preceptaustin.org/files/images/spurgeonpodium.jpg
https://www.preceptaustin.org/the_holy_spirit#Spiritual%20Life
http://www.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4151

spiritual(1), wind(1), winds(1)

Summary:

1. a movement of air (a gentle blast 1a) of the wind, hence the wind itself 1b) breath of nostrils or mouth

2. the spirit, i.e. the vital principal by which the body is animated 2a) the rational spirit, the power by which
the human being feels, thinks, decides 2b) the soul

3. a spirit, i.e. a simple essence, devoid of all or at least all grosser matter, and possessed of the power of
knowing, desiring, deciding, and acting 3a) a life giving spirit 3b) a human soul that has left the body 3c) a
spirit higher than man but lower than God, i.e. an angel 3c1) used of demons, or evil spirits, who were
conceived as inhabiting the bodies of men 3c2) the spiritual nature of Christ, higher than the highest
angels and equal to God, the divine nature of Christ

4. of God 4a) God's power and agency distinguishable in thought from his essence in itself considered 4at)
manifest in the course of affairs 4a2) by its influence upon the souls productive in the theocratic body (the
church) of all the higher spiritual gifts and blessings 4a3) the third person of the trinity, the God the Holy
Spirit

5. the disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul of any one 5a) the efficient source of any
power, affection, emotion, desire, etc.

Click for an in depth 20 PAGE discussion of PNEUMA in the New International Dictionary of the New
Testament

Gingrich - pneuma
1. blowing, breathing—

a. wind Jn 3:8a; Heb 1:7.—
b. the breathing out of air, breath 2 Th 2:8.—

2. breath, (life-)spirit, soul, that which gives life to the body Mt 27:50; Lk 8:55; 23:46; Jn 19:30; Acts 7:59; Jas
2:26; Heb 12:23; 1 Pet 3:19; Rev 11:11.—

3. spirit as part of the human personality—
a. the immaterial part 1 Cor 5:3-5; 7:34; 2 Cor 7:1; Col 2:5; 1 Th 5:23; Heb 4:12.—

b. the representative part of the inner life Mt 5:3; 26:41; Mk 2:8; 8:12; Lk 1:47; Jn 4:23; 11:33; 13:21; Ro
1:9; 2 Cor 2:13. One's very self Ro 8:16; Phil 4:23.

c. spiritual state, state of mind, disposition 1 Cor 4:21; Gal 6:1; Eph 4:23; 1 Pt 3:4.—
4. a spirit as an independent being that cannot be perceived by the physical senses—
a. as a description of God Jn 4:24a.—
b. lesser good spirits or spirit-beings Ac 23:8f; Heb 1:14; 12:9; Rev 1:4; 5:6.—Ghost Lk 24:37, 39.—
c. evil spirits Mk 1:23, 26f; Lk 11:24, 26; Acts 5:16; 16:18; 19:15f; Rev 18:2.—
5. the Spirit as that which differentiates God from everything that is not God—

a. the Spirit of God or Christ Mt 3:16; Lk 4:18; Acts 5:9; 16:7; Ro 8:9f; 1 Cor 2:11b, 12b, 14; Gal 4:6; Eph
3:16; 1 Pet 1:11.—

b. (the Holy) Spirit Mt 3:11; 12:32; Mk 1:8, 10, 12; 3:29; Lk 2:26; 10:21; 12:10; Jn 1:32f; 3:34; 14:17; 16:13
; Acts 1:8, 16; 8:15, 17, 19; 19:2; Ro 5:5; 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19; Eph 4:30; Col 1:8; 1 Th 1:6; Heb 10:15; 2 Pet
1:21.—Clearly with independent identity Mt 28:19; cf. 2 Cor 13:13.—

c. of a spirit that is not from God 1 Cor 12:10; 2 Cor 11:4; 2 Th 2:2; 1 Jn 4:1-3. [pneumatology]

Friberg - Analytical Lexicon - pneuma,
(1) as derived from pne,w (blow), of the movement of air;

(a) blowing, wind (probably Jn 3.8a and Heb 1.7);

(b) breathing, breath (2Th 2.8; possibly Mt 27.50 in the sense "he breathed his last");
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(2) as a condition and agent of life breath (of life), life spirit, soul (Lu 8.55; possibly Mt 27.50 in the sense "he
dismissed his spirit");

(3) as the immaterial part of the human personality, spirit in contrast to the outward and visible aspects of sarx
(flesh) and soma (body) (1Co 5.3; 2Co 7.1);

(4) as the seat of the inner spiritual life of man, the capacity to know God, spirit (Acts 18.25; Ro 8.16b);

(5) as a disposition or way of thinking spirit, attitude (Gal 6.1);

(6) as an independent spiritual being, not perceivable by the physical senses;

(a) of God himself spirit (Jn 4.24a);

(b) as the third person of the Trinity, possessed by and proceeding from God or Christ (Holy) Spirit (Mt
3.11; Acts 16.7; 1Th 4.8; possibly Jn 3.8a);

(c) as a demonic nonmaterial being, only evil in the NT spirit (Mt 8.16; Mk 1.23);
(d) of an angel as a spirit-being (Heb 1.14; perhaps Heb 1.7);

(e) as a bodiless human being ghost, specter, spirit (Luke 24.37, 39)

Gilbrant - Classical Greek

The Greek term pneuma is derived from the root pneu-, “breath, wind” (cf. pned [4014], “to blow, breathe”).
Pneuma originally meant “wind” or “breath” and continued to have these meanings into the New
Testament (cf. John 3:8; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 11:11; 13:15; NIV, RSV). Because the breath of
an individual was the sign of life, pneuma came to include the meaning of the “spirit” that gives life to the
body (Dunn, “Spirit,” Colin Brown, 3:689).

Greek philosophy appropriated the term for its metaphysical discussion and gave the term added
dimensions. Aristotle thought pneuma was the force latent within every human being (in the embryo) that
shaped the personality of the person. He regarded pneuma as the force the soul (psuché [5425]) used to
control the body (soma [4835]). However, he looked at psuché as a function (like the sharpness of a
knife), but believed pneuma had substance (Kleinknecht, “pnuema,” Kittel, 6:336f.).

Stoic philosophy replaced the former understanding of the soul with pneuma. It linked pneuma with nous
(3426), “mind, understanding.” Stoics then devised schemes for defining pneuma in its various forms.
They said that in its purest forms pneuma resembled logos (3030), “word,” and theos (2292B), “god” or
“deity.” To them pneuma became the fifth “element,” the ultimate element along with earth, air, fire, and
water (Dunn, “Spirit,” Colin Brown, 3:690).

Such perceptions led Greek philosophers to consider pneuma as the source of “inspiration” (Kleinknecht,
“pnuema,” Kittel, 6:343f.). They imagined “spirit” to be a sort of material substance that “filled” a person. It
might be of either a divine or demonic nature. They also used pneuma to denote minor “deities” or
demons in the supernatural realm as “spirits.”

Septuagint Usage

Throughout the Septuagint pneuma translates the Hebrew term rliach (about 270 out of about 380 times;
rlach is translated by anemos [415], “wind,” on approximately 50 occasions). Three times pneuma
translates the Hebrew neshamah, “blowing of breath” or “breath.” Thus, both the Greek term pneuma and
the Hebrew rlach demonstrate the same diversity in meaning.

Old Testament Background

The Old Testament uses rlach to denote “wind, breath,” or “spirit,” but has no indication that Greek
dualism (the belief that the spirit of a person was distinct and imprisoned within the body) influenced its
writers (Dunn, “Spirit,” Colin Brown, 3:690f.). Frequently there are numerous texts that might imply the
spirit of a person is the principal indication of one’s personality. For example, Isaac and Rebecca were
grieved in their spirits when Esau took Canaanite wives (Genesis 26:35); Pharaoh’s spirit was troubled by
his dreams (41:8); Jacob’s “spirit” was revived (literally, “given life”) when he learned his son Joseph was
alive (45:27); because of anguish or despondency of spirit the Israelites could not even listen to Moses
(Exodus 6:9). Compare also Deuteronomy 2:30; 1 Kings 21:5; 1 Chronicles 5:26; 2 Chronicles 21:16.

The Old Testament has a great deal to say about the “Spirit” (rGach) of God. In fact, the Spirit had an
instrumental role in the history recorded in the Old Testament. By the Spirit men and women were
equipped as skilled workers, judges, leaders, kings, prophets, and servants of the Lord. Miracles, the



dividing of the Jordan River, as well as the interpretation of dreams are traced back to the action of the
Spirit (2 Kings 2:9f. [LXX 4 Kings 2:9f.]; Genesis 41:38).

Significantly, in the Old Testament the Spirit of God moved quickly and temporarily on many of the men
and women chosen to be instruments for carrying out God’s plan of salvation. Only a few, like David, had
the Spirit dwelling in them continually (1 Samuel 16:13 [LXX 1 Kings 16:13]; Psalm 51:11 [LXX 50:11]; 2
Samuel 23:1,2 [LXX 2 Kings 23:1,2]). The prophets, however, testified of the new faith and obedience that
the outpouring of the Spirit would bring in the future (Ezekiel 36:26f.; Isaiah 32:15f.; Jeremiah 31:31ff,;
Zechariah 12:10; Joel 2:28f.). They also saw the Spirit upon the Messiah, not only for the working of the
miraculous but also to demonstrate wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, knowledge, and fear of the
Lord (Isaiah 11:2ff.).

Joel indicates the Spirit coming after the Teacher of righteousness (Joel 2:23,28, NIV). (The Hebrew
words behind the KJV phrase “the former rain moderately” [Joel 2:23] have been variously translated as
“the early rain for your vindication” [NASB] or perhaps most accurately “teacher [Hebrew méreh] for
righteousness” [Hebrew litsedhaqah].) Peter, under the inspiration of the Spirit, identified the “afterward” of
Joel to mean “in the last days” (Acts 2:17), by which he meant the last age before the coming (millennial)
age. Joel's prophecy uses a form of the Hebrew verb which indicates the outpourings would be repeated
until the time of judgment at the end of this age. Peter further saw that this meant times of refreshing can
be ours throughout this age until Jesus comes again (Acts 3:19).

Ezekiel saw the Spirit as the key to life in the new age as well as to the full restoration of Israel to the Holy
Land (Ezekiel 11:19; 36:26f.; 37:14).

New Testament Usage

Like r0ach in the Old Testament, pneuma in the New Testament sometimes simply denotes the “wind”
(John 3:8; Hebrews 1:7, NIV) or “breath” (2 Thessalonians 2:8, NIV; Revelation 11:11; 13:5, NIV). It may
also be used of “spirits” or “demons” at times (Matthew 8:16; Luke 4:33; 1 Peter 3:19), or even angels
(Hebrews 1:14).

Pneuma has often been at the center of the controversy surrounding the dichotomous (body-spirit) and
trichotomous (body-soul-spirit) views of man. Those who support a bipartite view of man point to the
language of such passages as 1 Corinthians 7:34 and 2 Corinthians 7:1. This is said to be further
supported by references to the physical and spiritual effects of salvation and one’s dedication to God
(Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 7:1).

Others however, see texts such as 1 Thessalonians 5:23 (cf. Luke 1:46,47; Hebrews 4:12) as supporting a
tripartite view of man. Jesus as true man had a body (John 2:21; Colossians 1:22; Hebrews 10:5,10), a
soul (Matthew 26:38; John 12:27), and a spirit (Mark 2:8; 8:12; John 11:33; 13:21). Many consider this
threefold breakdown to include the soul as the seat of man’s self-consciousness, while the spirit is the part
that can come into contact with the divine realm and with God himself. This contact takes place when a
person is born again by the Spirit and the Word of God (Acts 10:44-46). The body then becomes the
temple of the Holy Spirit who bears witness to the person’s spirit that he or she is truly a child of God
(Romans 8:16). The spirit of the believer is also refreshed by fellowship with other believers (1 Corinthians
16:18; 2 Corinthians 7:13).

A third perspective sees Scripture’s presentation of man as holistic. According to this, it must be
remembered that the Hebrew-Christian perspective of man as seen in Scripture is one of a complex unity.
Man is presented in Scripture as having multiple aspects: physical, psychological, rational, volitional,
emotional, aesthetic, moral, social, etc. On the other hand man is seen as a whole that cannot be
dissected into individual parts. Thus, man is aspective but not partitive (Stagg, Polarities of Man’s
Existence, p.45). While we may see man in terms of feeling, will, or reason for the purpose of analysis,
these cannot be viewed in isolation from the others. Neither can man’s diverse existence be captured in
the simple categories of dichotomy or trichotomy (ibid.). In this view pneuma often characterizes the whole
of man in his relationship with God much like sarx often characterizes the whole of man in his distance
from God (ibid., p.57).

The language of Scripture is diverse and its application is often inconsistent. This diversity concerning the
nature of man requires that the reader carefully consider the context of each use of these terms.

The Old and New Testaments alike have a great deal to say about the activity of the spirit of man: the



spirit inquires of the Lord (Psalm 77:6), knows (1 Corinthians 2:11), prays (1 Corinthians 14:14), is
troubled (Job 21:4), is stirred (Acts 17:16). Believers can serve God with their spirits (Romans 1:9); with
their spirits they can rejoice in God (1 Corinthians 14:15). See also Isaiah 57:15; Daniel 7:15; Psalm 78:8.

The New Testament has much to say about the Spirit in relation to God. He himself is spirit (John 4:24).
God is the Father of spirits (Hebrews 12:9). From God alone proceeds the inspiration and revelation of the
prophecies (Revelation 22:6). Christ, the second Adam, became a life-giving spirit; the first Adam was a
living soul (1 Corinthians 15:45). As God’s Son, Christ participates in the life of the Father and has life in
himself by His nature and as a source (John 1:1-4; 5:26). Christ even calls himself “the life” (John 11:25;
14:6). The life that is to be found in Christ is revealed in the Scriptures and becomes a reality to everyone
believing in His name (1 John 5:11-13).

The fact that Christ is a life-giving spirit (pneuma zoopoious) suggests that because of the fact the Father
has given Him to have life in himself, Christ is able to make alive those who are dead in their sins
(Ephesians 2:1-5). The Spirit of Christ is therefore called the Spirit of life (Romans 8:2). The person that is
“in Christ” is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). Eternal life is Christ’s life within believers that flows as
long as they maintain faith in Him, just as the branch never has life independently but must abide or
remain in living contact with the vine (John 15:1-6).

More than 250 New Testament occurrences of pneuma speak of the Holy Spirit. “The Spirit” in the
absolute sense occurs about 90 times and also refers to the Third Person of the Trinity. His nature is
expressed in John 6:63 with the word “to make alive.” Here we see an allusion to the Old Testament’s
presentation of the Spirit as the principle of life itself. The Spirit gives life to everything that is alive: men
(Genesis 2:7; Ezekiel 37:4f.); the animal world (Genesis 6:17; 7:15,22; Ecclesiastes 3:19-21). Everyone
and everything depends upon the renewing power of the Spirit for existence (Psalm 104:30 [LXX 103:30];
cf. Genesis 45:27; Numbers 27:16; Ezekiel 37:14). All of existence would slip back into a state of death if
God were to withdraw His Spirit (Genesis 6:3; Psalm 104:29 [LXX 103:29]).

The Spirit’s distinct personality is portrayed in the Bible in vivid terms. There is no question that He is the
Third Person of the Godhead. God’s sending of the Spirit parallels the sending of the Son (Galatians
4:4,6). Jesus called the Spirit “another Comforter” whom the Father would send in Christ's name (John
14:16,26). The word “another” (Greek allos [241]) means “another of the same kind.” He would do for us
the same sort of thing Jesus did for His disciples. He teaches, reproves, guides, makes intercession,
distributes gifts, makes responses, and glorifies Christ (John 14:26; 16:8,13,14; Acts 15:28; Romans 8:26;
1 Corinthians 12:11). To this it should be added that John, in order to emphasize the personality of the
Holy Spirit, used at times a masculine pronoun to refer to the Holy Spirit, even though the Greek word
pneuma is neuter. (The Complete Biblical Library)

Pneuma in the KJV - Spirit 111, Holy Ghost 89, Spirit (of God) 13, Spirit (of the Lord) 5, (My) Spirit 3, Spirit
(of truth) 3, Spirit (of Christ) 2, human (spirit) 49, (evil) spirit 47, spirit (general) 26, spirit 8, (Jesus' own) spirit
6, (Jesus' own) ghost 2, misc 21; 385 times

Matt. 1:18; Matt. 1:20; Matt. 3:11; Matt. 3:16; Matt. 4:1; Matt. 5:3; Matt. 8:16; Matt. 10:1; Matt. 10:20; Matt.
12:18; Matt. 12:28; Matt. 12:31; Matt. 12:32; Matt. 12:43; Matt. 12:45; Matt. 22:43; Matt. 26:41; Matt. 27:50;
Matt. 28:19; Mk. 1:8; Mk. 1:10; Mk. 1:12; Mk. 1:23; Mk. 1:26; Mk. 1:27; Mk. 2:8; Mk. 3:11; Mk. 3:29; Mk. 3:30;
Mk. 5:2; Mk. 5:8; Mk. 5:13; Mk. 6:7; Mk. 7:25; Mk. 8:12; Mk. 9:17; Mk. 9:20; Mk. 9:25; Mk. 12:36; Mk. 13:11;
Mk. 14:38;

Lk. 1:15; Lk. 1:17; Lk. 1:35; Lk. 1:41; Lk. 1:47; Lk. 1:67; Lk. 1:80; Lk. 2:25; Lk. 2:26; Lk. 2:27; Lk. 3:16; Lk.
3:22; Lk. 4:1; Lk. 4:14; Lk. 4:18; Lk. 4:33; Lk. 4:36; Lk. 6:18; Lk. 7:21; Lk. 8:2; Lk. 8:29; Lk. 8:55; Lk. 9:39; Lk.
9:42; Lk. 9:55; Lk. 10:20; Lk. 10:21; Lk. 11:13; Lk. 11:24; Lk. 11:26; Lk. 12:10; Lk. 12:12; Lk. 13:11; Lk. 23:46;
Lk. 24:37; Lk. 24:39; Jn. 1:32; Jn. 1:33; dn. 3:5; dn. 3:6; Jn. 3:8; dn. 3:34; Jn. 4:23; dn. 4:24; Jn. 6:63; Jn. 7:39;
Jn. 11:33; Jn. 13:21; Jn. 14:17; Jn. 14:26; dn. 15:26; In. 16:13; Jn. 19:30; Jn. 20:22;

Acts 1:2; Acts 1:5; Acts 1:8; Acts 1:16; Acts 2:4; Acts 2:17; Acts 2:18; Acts 2:33; Acts 2:38; Acts 4:8; Acts 4:25;
Acts 4:31; Acts 5:3; Acts 5:9; Acts 5:16; Acts 5:32; Acts 6:3; Acts 6:5; Acts 6:10; Acts 7:51; Acts 7:55; Acts
7:59; Acts 8:7; Acts 8:15; Acts 8:17; Acts 8:18; Acts 8:19; Acts 8:29; Acts 8:39; Acts 9:17; Acts 9:31; Acts
10:19; Acts 10:38; Acts 10:44; Acts 10:45; Acts 10:47; Acts 11:12; Acts 11:15; Acts 11:16; Acts 11:24; Acts
11:28; Acts 13:2; Acts 13:4; Acts 13:9; Acts 13:52; Acts 15:8; Acts 15:28; Acts 16:6; Acts 16:7; Acts 16:16;
Acts 16:18; Acts 17:16; Acts 18:25; Acts 19:2; Acts 19:6; Acts 19:12; Acts 19:13; Acts 19:15; Acts 19:16; Acts
19:21; Acts 20:22; Acts 20:23; Acts 20:28; Acts 21:4; Acts 21:11; Acts 23:8; Acts 23:9; Acts 28:25;



Rom. 1:4; Rom. 1:9; Rom. 2:29; Rom. 5:5; Rom. 7:6; Rom. 8:2; Rom. 8:4; Rom. 8:5; Rom. 8:6; Rom. 8:9; Rom.
8:10; Rom. 8:11; Rom. 8:13; Rom. 8:14; Rom. 8:15; Rom. 8:16; Rom. 8:23; Rom. 8:26; Rom. 8:27; Rom. 9:1;
Rom. 11:8; Rom. 12:11; Rom. 14:17; Rom. 15:13; Rom. 15:16; Rom. 15:19; Rom. 15:30; 1 Co. 2:4; 1 Co.
2:10; 1 Co. 2:11; 1 Co. 2:12; 1 Co. 2:13; 1 Co. 2:14; 1 Co. 3:16; 1 Co. 4:21; 1 Co. 5:3; 1 Co. 5:4; 1 Co. 5:5; 1
Co. 6:11; 1 Co. 6:17; 1 Co. 6:19; 1 Co. 7:34; 1 Co. 7:40; 1 Co. 12:3; 1 Co. 12:4; 1 Co. 12:7; 1 Co. 12:8; 1 Co.
12:9; 1 Co. 12:10; 1 Co. 12:11; 1 Co. 12:13; 1 Co. 14:2; 1 Co. 14:12; 1 Co. 14:14; 1 Co. 14:15; 1 Co. 14:16; 1
Co. 14:32; 1 Co. 15:45; 1 Co. 16:18; 2 Co. 1:22; 2 Co. 2:13; 2 Co. 3:3; 2 Co. 3:6; 2 Co. 3:8; 2 Co. 3:17; 2 Co.
3:18; 2 Co. 4:13; 2 Co. 5:5; 2 Co. 6:6; 2 Co. 7:1; 2 Co. 7:13; 2 Co. 11:4; 2 Co. 12:18; 2 Co. 13:14; Gal. 3:2;
Gal. 3:3; Gal. 3:5; Gal. 3:14; Gal. 4:6; Gal. 4:29; Gal. 5:5; Gal. 5:16; Gal. 5:17; Gal. 5:18; Gal. 5:22; Gal. 5:25;
Gal. 6:1; Gal. 6:8; Gal. 6:18; Eph. 1:13; Eph. 1:17; Eph. 2:2; Eph. 2:18; Eph. 2:22; Eph. 3:5; Eph. 3:16; Eph.
4:3; Eph. 4:4; Eph. 4:23; Eph. 4:30; Eph. 5:18; Eph. 6:17; Eph. 6:18; Phil. 1:19; Phil. 1:27; Phil. 2:1; Phil. 3:3;
Phil. 4:23; Col. 1:8; Col. 2:5; 1 Thess. 1:5; 1 Thess. 1:6; 1 Thess. 4:8; 1 Thess. 5:19; 1 Thess. 5:23; 2 Thess.
2:2; 2 Thess. 2:8; 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Tim. 3:16; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 1:7; 2 Tim. 1:14; 2 Tim. 4:22; Tit. 3:5; Phim.
1:25;

Heb. 1:7; Heb. 1:14; Heb. 2:4; Heb. 3:7; Heb. 4:12; Heb. 6:4; Heb. 9:8; Heb. 9:14; Heb. 10:15; Heb. 10:29;
Heb. 12:9; Heb. 12:23; Jas. 2:26; Jas. 4:5; 1 Pet. 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:12; 1 Pet. 3:4; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 Pet.
3:19; 1 Pet. 4:6; 1 Pet. 4:14; 2 Pet. 1:21; 1 Jn. 3:24; 1 Jdn. 4:1; 1 Jn. 4:2; 1 In. 4:3; 1 Jn. 4:6; 1 Jn. 4:13; 1 dn.
5:6; 1 Jn. 5:8; Jude 1:19; Jude 1:20;

Rev. 1:4; Rev. 1:10; Rev. 2:7; Rev. 2:11; Rev. 2:17; Rev. 2:29; Rev. 3:1; Rev. 3:6; Rev. 3:13; Rev. 3:22; Rev.
4:2; Rev. 4:5; Rev. 5:6; Rev. 11:11; Rev. 13:15; Rev. 14:13; Rev. 16:13; Rev. 16:14; Rev. 17:3; Rev. 18:2; Rev.
19:10; Rev. 21:10; Rev. 22:6; Rev. 22:17

Pneuma in the Septuagint - Gen. 1:2; Gen. 6:3; Gen. 6:17; Gen. 7:15; Gen. 8:1; Gen. 41:38; Gen. 45:27;
Exod. 15:8; Exod. 15:10; Exod. 28:3; Exod. 31:3; Exod. 35:31; Num. 5:14; Num. 5:30; Num. 11:17; Num.
11:25; Num. 11:26; Num. 11:29; Num. 11:31; Num. 14:24; Num. 16:22; Num. 23:7; Num. 24:2; Num. 27:16;
Num. 27:18; Deut. 2:30; Deut. 34:9; Jos. 2:11; Jdg. 3:10; Jdg. 6:34; Jdg. 8:3; Jdg. 9:23; Jdg. 11:29; Jdg.
13:25; Jdg. 14:6; Jdg. 14:19; Jdg. 15:14; Jdg. 15:19; 1 Sam. 10:6; 1 Sam. 10:10; 1 Sam. 11:6; 1 Sam. 16:13;
1 Sam. 16:14; 1 Sam. 16:15; 1 Sam. 16:16; 1 Sam. 16:23; 1 Sam. 19:9; 1 Sam. 19:20; 1 Sam. 19:23; 1 Sam.
30:12; 2 Sam. 13:21; 2 Sam. 13:39; 2 Sam. 22:16; 2 Sam. 23:2; 1 Ki. 17:17; 1 Ki. 18:12; 1 Ki. 18:45; 1 Ki.
19:11; 1 Ki. 21:4; 1 Ki. 21:5; 1 Ki. 22:21; 1 Ki. 22:22; 1 Ki. 22:23; 1 Ki. 22:24; 2 Ki. 2:9; 2 Ki. 2:15; 2 Ki. 2:16; 2
Ki. 3:17; 2 Ki. 19:7; 1 Chr. 5:26; 1 Chr. 12:18; 1 Chr. 28:12; 2 Chr. 15:1; 2 Chr. 18:20; 2 Chr. 18:21; 2 Chr.
18:22; 2 Chr. 18:23; 2 Chr. 20:14; 2 Chr. 24:20; 2 Chr. 36:22; Ezr. 1:1; Ezr. 1:5; Neh. 9:20; Neh. 9:30; Est. 5:1;
Est. 8:12; Job 1:19; Job 4:9; Job 4:15; Job 7:7; Job 7:15; Job 8:2; Job 10:12; Job 12:10; Job 13:25; Job 15:2;
Job 16:3; Job 17:1; Job 20:3; Job 27:3; Job 30:15; Job 32:8; Job 32:18; Job 33:4; Job 34:14; Job 41:16; Ps.
11:6; Ps. 18:15; Ps. 31:5; Ps. 33:6; Ps. 34:18; Ps. 48:7; Ps. 51:10; Ps. 51:11; Ps. 51:12; Ps. 51:17; Ps. 76:11;
Ps. 77:3; Ps. 77:6; Ps. 78:8; Ps. 78:39; Ps. 103:16; Ps. 104:4; Ps. 104:29; Ps. 104:30; Ps. 106:33; Ps. 107:25;
Ps. 119:131; Ps. 135:17; Ps. 139:7; Ps. 142:3; Ps. 143:4; Ps. 143:7; Ps. 143:10; Ps. 146:4; Ps. 147:18; Ps.
148:8; Prov. 15:4; Eccl. 1:6; Eccl. 1:14; Eccl. 1:17; Eccl. 2:11; Eccl. 2:17; Eccl. 2:26; Eccl. 3:19; Eccl. 3:21;
Eccl. 4:4; Eccl. 4:6; Eccl. 4:16; Eccl. 6:9; Eccl. 7:8; Eccl. 7:9; Eccl. 8:8; Eccl. 10:4; Eccl. 11:5; Eccl. 12:7; Isa.
4:4;|sa. 7:2; Isa. 11:2; Isa. 11:3; Isa. 11:4; Isa. 11:15; Isa. 19:3; Isa. 19:14; Isa. 25:4; Isa. 26:9; Isa. 26:18; Isa.
27:8; Isa. 28:6; Isa. 29:10; Isa. 29:24; Isa. 30:1; Isa. 30:28; Isa. 32:15; Isa. 33:11; Isa. 34:16; Isa. 37:7; Isa.
38:12; Isa. 42:1; Isa. 42:5; Isa. 44:3; Isa. 48:16; Isa. 57:16; Isa. 59:21; Isa. 61:1; Isa. 61:3; Isa. 63:10; Isa.
63:11; Isa. 63:14; Isa. 65:14; Jer. 4:11; Jer. 4:12; Jer. 10:14; Jer. 49:32; Jer. 51:11; Jer. 51:17; Lam. 4:20;
Ezek. 1:4; Ezek. 1:12; Ezek. 1:20; Ezek. 1:21; Ezek. 2:2; Ezek. 3:12; Ezek. 3:14; Ezek. 3:24; Ezek. 5:2; Ezek.
8:3; Ezek. 10:17; Ezek. 11:1; Ezek. 11:5; Ezek. 11:19; Ezek. 11:24; Ezek. 13:11; Ezek. 18:31; Ezek. 20:31;
Ezek. 21:7; Ezek. 27:26; Ezek. 36:26; Ezek. 36:27; Ezek. 37:1; Ezek. 37:5; Ezek. 37:6; Ezek. 37:8; Ezek.
37:9; Ezek. 37:10; Ezek. 37:14; Ezek. 43:5; Dan. 2:1; Dan. 2:3; Dan. 2:35; Dan. 4:8; Dan. 4:9; Dan. 4:18; Dan.
5:4; Dan. 5:11; Dan. 5:12; Dan. 5:14; Dan. 5:20; Dan. 5:23; Dan. 6:3; Dan. 7:15; Dan. 10:8; Dan. 10:17; Hos.
4:12; Hos. 4:19; Hos. 5:4; Hos. 12:1; Joel 2:28; Joel 2:29; Amos 4:13; Jon. 1:4; Jon. 4:8; Mic. 2:7; Mic. 2:11;
Mic. 3:8; Hab. 1:11; Hab. 2:19; Hag. 1:14; Hag. 2:5; Zech. 1:6; Zech. 4:6; Zech. 5:9; Zech. 7:12; Zech. 12:1;
Zech. 12:10; Zech. 13:2; Mal. 2:15; Mal. 2:16;

1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

Wouest - in order that your faith should not be resting in human philosophy but in God’s power. (Eerdmans


https://www.eerdmans.com/Products/0882/the-new-testament.aspx

Publishing - used by permission)

Amplified - So that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men (human philosophy), but in the power of God

Phillips - Plainly God's purpose was that your faith should not rest upon man's cleverness but upon the power
of God.

NET 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith would not be based on human wisdom but on the power of God.
NLT 1 Corinthians 2:5 | did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of God.
ESV 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
NIV 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.
GNT 1 Corinthians 2:5 vaa momg pvy v oop vBp mwv AN v duv pel Bgo .
KJV 1 Corinthians 2:5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
YLT 1 Corinthians 2:5 that your faith may not be in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
ASV 1 Corinthians 2:5 that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
CSB 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might not be based on men's wisdom but on God's power.
NKJ 1 Corinthians 2:5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
NRS 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.
NAB 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.
NJB 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith should depend not on human wisdom but on the power of God.
GWN 1 Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith would not be based on human wisdom but on God's power.
BBE 1 Corinthians 2:5 So that your faith might be based not on man's wisdom but on the power of God.

« but: 1Co 1:17 3:6 Ac 16:14 2Co 4:7 6:7

= 1 Corinthians 2 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passage:

Matthew 16:15-17 He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh
and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father Who is in heaven (POWER OF GOD).

PAUL'S SOLE/SOUL PURPOSE
DIVINELY STRENGTHENED FAITH

So that - Term of purpose. This is Paul's motive. The purpose of Paul relying on God's supernatural power (of Christ crucified) for
speaking, not his natural power (of speech) or the common rhetorical practices of secular speakers was to assure that the results
might be all of God, solely and wholly the result of His supernatural power.

Your faith (pistis) would not rest on the wisdom (sophia) of men (man's cleverness - 1 Cor 1:17+) - Rest on conveys the idea of
"depend on," "based on," Paul does not want their faith in Jesus to depend on his eloquence, on his human wisdom for the latter
offers no insight/revelation into the eternal transcendent truths of God's way of salvation. The firm foundation for their faith was to
rest on the proclamation of a crucified Christ. Recall that the saints in Corinth had fallen into the seductive snare of following their
favorite teacher (1 Cor 1:12+), but this passage should discourage such a practice for no man has the wisdom of God or the power
of God.

“It is possible for arguments to be logically irrefutable, yet totally unconvincing.”
-- Leon Morris

Hodge - It might have been easy for him to argue the Corinthians into a conviction of the truth of the Gospel by appealing to its
superiority to pagan beliefs and to evidences of its divine origin afforded by prophecy and miracles. He might have exhibited the folly
of idolatry and the absurdity of pagan rites and ceremonies and convinced them of the historical truth of Christianity. The conviction
thus produced would be rational and important; but it would not be saving faith. Faith founded on such evidence is merely
speculative.


https://www.preceptaustin.org/bibliography#wuestper
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1-corinthians-2-resources

But - Term of contrast. The contrast is between the natural and the supernatural. Between man's wisdom and God's wisdom.
Human reason is true foolishness before God, but God's wisdom manifests supernatural power and is the only true foundation for a
firm faith. This truth makes me think of some of Paul's very last written words to Timothy commanding him to "Preach the Word!"
(see sermon | preached on this passage)

Spurgeon - If men believed because of the preacher's grand speech, their faith would be good for nothing. If one man can convert
you, another can unconvert you. God's power is needed; no minister can give us faith.

On the power (dunamis) of God - This is ultimate foundation of any faith that is stable! Paul has previously described theWord of
the Cross as the power of God (1 Cor 1:18+). In Romans 1:16+ Paul says "the gospel...is the power (dunamis) of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek." The preaching of Christ crucifiedis "the power
(dunamis) of God and the wisdom (sophia) of God." (1 Cor 1:23-24+).

Phrase power of God - 14x in 13v - Job 27:11; Matt. 22:29; Mk. 12:24; Lk. 22:69; Acts 8:10; Rom. 1:16; 1 Co.
1:18; 1 Co. 1:24; 1 Co. 2:5; 2 Co. 6:7; 2 Co. 13:4; 2 Tim. 1:8; 1 Pet. 1:5

Stevenson on what is the power of God - The power of God is seen in the cross. "For the word of the cross is to those who are
perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18). "We preach Christ crucified, to
Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. (1 Corinthians 1:23-24). The crucifixion of Christ is the ultimate manifestation of the power of God. It
was there that sin was conquered. It was there that Satan was defeated. It was there that our redemption was obtained. (The

Simplicity of the Gospel)

Pritchard - This was Paul’s strategy and it ought to be ours as well: Take the Word of God. Preach it accurately. Pray for the power
of God to bless the Word of God. Trust God for changed lives as a result.

The Word of God, preached in the power of God, always results in lives changed by God.
-- Ray Pritchard

Hodge - That exercise of divine power, therefore, to which he refers as the ground of faith is the powerful working of the Spirit,
bearing witness with and by the truth in our hearts. A faith that is founded on the authority of the church or on arguments addressed
to the understanding or even on the moral power of the truth as it affects the natural conscience, such as Felix had, is unstable and
inoperative. But a faith founded on the demonstration of the Spirit is abiding, works by love, and purifies the heart.

THOUGHT - | was guilty of "persuasive words" ("wisdom of men") one Saturday afternoon when | spoke with
an atheist for 5 hours straight and finally "broke him down," so that he said "Okay, | believe in your Jesus." He
even went to the Easter service with me the next day and cried during the service. Within 2 months he had a
change of heart and was writing me hateful notes about the foolishness of the Cross and Bible. About 6
months later he joined a nudist colony! It was painful lesson for me that God did not need my persuasive
words of wisdom, but only the profound word of the Cross. Don's "faith" had rested on my "wisdom" not God's
power! | also think God was showing me my pride for thinking | had put another "notch on my belt" of saved

souls! It was a lesson | have not forgotten some 20 years later, for as Jonah declared "Salvation is from the
LORD." (Jonah 2:9) | wish | had understood 1 Corinthians 2:4!

As Spurgeon reminds us "The power that 